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ALL ELSE CONSIDERED 


SO LONG HAIR'S GONE AGAIN. Its coming causeda minor 
stir: something for the media, a brief photo opportun- 
ity; more anticipation than ought else. Disappointing 
for the children. We lay up on the orchard hill and 
peered through bare branches into the night, our sky- 
clad eyes searching. Not sure if we saw it. A faint 
blur, that's all. No matter; we've never seen Uranus, 
Neptune nor Pluto up in the orchard either. 


If the finger counting is right, this Halley, its 
faint appearance notwithstanding, was special. It was 
the first time since 66 A.D. that ol'Long Hair was in 
the sky, close to its perihelion, during Kumbh Mela (see 
page 80), the start (?) of a new Jupiter twelve-year 


cycle. 


Our split of the Sun's apparent annual travel into 
the twelve equally spaced divisions of the Zodiac surely 
has to relate to Jupiter's twelve-year (11.86) cycle. 
Too much ofa coincidence. The natural division of time 
man experiences has to be in months of lunarphases: the 
sequence we observe between the contrasting sickles--the 
ponderous, grinning full moon at one extreme, three 
mysterious dark nights out from which a renewed moon 
will emerge, at the other. The twelve solar months are 
far too arbitrary, too obviously man-made. Yes, there is 
a natural four-way solar division, solstice-equinox, but 
that's all--four, not twelve. So sometime in the long 
ago past, we suspect, Jupiter's twelve years became the 
Sun's twelve months. And the Hindus and Chinese still 
respect the old ways. 


66 A.D? Nero was Emperor in Rome, Ming-Ti in China. 
Mark had just completed his Gospel, Matthew was at work 
on his. Joseph of Arimathea had founded Glastonbury 
Abbey. Peter and Paul had just been martyred and the 
Jews were about to revolt against Rome, for which Titus 
destroyed Jerusalem. Although it was the previous visit 
of ol'Long Hair in 12 B.C. that coincided with the birth 
of Christ (and its aphelion with the Crucifixion), the 
Christian Era really commenced with this 66 A.D. visita- 
tion of our 76-year space voyager. And ever since, 
certainly until 1910, the year Lord Rutherford discov- 
ered the structure of the atom, the Christian Church 
virtually ruled the world. # # # 
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WHAT ASTROLOGERS CAN LEARN 
FROM MIDWIVES 


AXEL HARVEY 


NORTH AMERICANS have long regarded midwifery as a shame- 
ful reminder of the Middle jaea in the same category as 
embalmed saints' fingers and astrology. Midwives have had 
a worse time of it than astrologers, ait because they 
have inevitably run up against entrenched medical inte- 
rests; besides, the possibility that obstetric malpractice 
will cause serious physical harm to a patient and her 
child has injected a certain degree of fear into the 
business. This has made the midwife's position far more 
stressful than any astrologer's: indeed, if a court ever 
decided that astrological malpractice harmed a querent, 
the legal status of astrology would be firmly established. 
Midwives have no such paradox to reassure them; they must 
prove their value to society by providing safer and more 
rational care than hospitals, nothing less. 


By and large this battle is being won. Afterdecades 
of extra-legal or illegal practice, midwives are finding 
more physicians willing to cooperate and more allies in- 
side medical and state institutions. The stamp of official 
recognition is almost upon them. 


This prospect, as any astrologer knows, is a mixed 
blessing. Some midwives fear that state regulation will be 
harder to live with than their present outlawry. In Que- 
bec, for example, where the provincial authorities are 
considering ways to legitimize midwifery, there isa tra- 
dition of bureaucratic control over professional bodies 
and schools that is rigid and omnipresent (it has been 
said that Quebec combines the worst aspects of American 
consumer advocacy and French central planning). 


Such situations have caused midwives to adopt a flex- 
ible mode of organization, one which is likely to satisfy 
bureaucrats as well as the most individualistic practi 


3 


CONSIDERATIONS 


tioners. Astrologers could not, in my opinion, find a 
better model for promoting their common interests. The 
details givenhere are based on the Quebec version of the 
formula --which already works effectively without legal 
support-~but similar ones have evolved throughout Canada 
and the United States, largely owing to the influence of 
the Midwives' Alliance of North America. 


The formula is called Informed Choice. Its principle 
is that people, given the right facts, can make their own 
decisions about who is to give them professional services. 


As observed by the Alliance quebecoise des sages- 
femmes praticiennes (Quebec Alliance of Practicing Mid- 
wives) Pal, Informed Choice is part of a coordinated 
system of client-practitioner relations, peer supervision, 
and professional upgrading. This system can be described 
in terms of three main features: 1. the practice protocol; 
2. the Informed Choice Agreement; 3. peer review. 


Membership in the Alliance is open to any midwife who 
satisfies certain standards of training or experience and 
who agrees to observe guidelines for obstetric record- 
keeping and risk screening, to do her share of Alliance 
chores (e.g., committee work), to attend any upgrading 
classes organized by the Alliance, and to take part in the 
three abovementioned procedures. 


1. The practice protocol. This is a document submit- 
ted by a midwife, or group of midwives acting as partners, 
upon joining the Alliance. It sketches the circumstances 
of the individual or group practice, states what guide- 
lines she or they will observe when providing pre- and 
post-natal care and when delivering babies, lists any 
actions regularly taken beyond the compulsory guidelines, 
and summarizes individual policies covering such questions 
as the frequency of home visits, relations with doctors 
and hospitals, relations with the client's family, nutri- 
tion, andso forth. It may be amended and resubmitted. 


[*1] Fortakingthetimetotalk about Informed Choice in detail 
between pressing errands, Jennifer Stonier, N.,M.Sc.N., 
member of the Alliance executive council, has put me deeply 
in her debt. The present article is not an authoritative 
statement of Alliance policies, however, as it incorporates 
the writer's own interpretations and biases. 


INFORMED CHOICE 


There does not seem to be a prescribed form for the 
practice protocol: it is, in effect, a statement of intent 
on the part of a midwife about the way she will practice. 
However, the protocol must be approved by the Alliance's 
committee on standards and practices when the midwife (or 
her group) joins the Alliance. One may assume that it 
would be rejected if it did not minimally satisfy the 
consensus of Alliance members. Furthermore, any practice 
protocol can be audited from time to time to ensure that 
it continues to meet new standards and to reflect the 
midwife's present mode of operation. 


A midwife is not required to show her practice proto- 
col to clients: in any case it is likely to deal with 
technical details, or details applicable only to a small 
number of cases, which would be of little interest to most 
future parents. For example, one group of midwives put in 
their protocol a list of the professional journals to 
which they subscribe. The practice protocol is available 
to any clients who wish to see it, however, and this fact 
is mentioned in the midwife's Informed Choice Agreement. 


2. fhe In formed Choice Agreement. This is the key- 
stone of the structure. It is compulsory for a member of 
the Alliance to present a copy of her Informed Choice 
Agreement to each of her clients, 


The Informed Choice Agreement is a combination of pep 
talk, curriculum vitae, care plan, and fee schedule. The 
Alliance only specifies that "The form contains informa- 
tion regarding what midwifery care entails, and provides 
an initial opportunity for clients to evaluate the practi- 
tioner's level of experience and the quality of services 
of fered." 


As with the protocol, there is no prescribed form for 
the agreement but it must be approved by the committee on 
standards and practices. While two models are provided for 
new members (they are simply the Informed Choice Agree- 
ments of two founding members), these are not binding. 


In fact Informed Choice Agreements are as varied as 
their authors! personalities. They have two sections in 
common: one on the midwife's experience and educational 
background, another on fees and modes of payment. They all 
state that the client, if she wishes, may see the mid- 
wife's practice protocol and the Alliance's guidelines. 


Other matters are up to the midwife--philosophy of 
childbirth, exhortations on diet and discipline, whom she 
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employs as assistants, how she will function during the 
months she is in contact with the client, etc. 


Ihave not mentioned another common feature of the 
agreement because it might not be relevant to allsorts of 
astrological practice. This is a signature of the agree- 
ment by the midwife and prospective mother. The signatures 
turn the document into a letter of intent [*2], when 
otherwise it would be simply a kind of prospectus or 
service guarantee. Presumably, one would not need to draw 
up a letter of intent about the one-time interpretation of 
a horoscope. 


The Informed Choice Agreement provides an opportunity 
for control and accountability which asses the need for 
specific regulation fromabove. Fvenif the Alliance were 
operating under legal sanctions, those sanctions would 
only need to enforce the truthfulness of the Informed 
Choice document and the client's access to whatever other 
documents were necessary to back it up. 


The law would be saying to the consumer, as it were, 
"You have the sense to choose your practitioner with your 
eyes open: my job is to make sure your eyes are allowed to 
glance at all the relevant information." 


It has even been suggested that such an open-eyed 
approach does away with any need for a code of ethics. 
Ethical concerns can be dealt with in the Informed Choice 
Agreement--sanctions for violations, again, being imposed 
for the untruthfulness of the practitioner's claims rather 
than for non-compliance with a particular rule. 


3. Peer review, Midwives agree to take part in peer 
review on joining the Alliance. Certain cases require 
review automatically--for example, if an indicator of high 
medical risk is discovered when a midwife examines a 
mother (the Alliance insists that members follow a stan- 
dard checklist of risk factors). Whatever the reason may 
be, a review session can be initiated by the concerned 


[*2] A letter of intent is not quite a contract, but to me the 
signed agreement seems to be legally binding. This is no 
doubta goodthing for midwivesin Quebec. Whether or not 
it is a good thing for astrologers depends, among other 
factors, onthetypesofcontract and consumer protection 
laws in force where they practice. 
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midwife or by any other member of the Alliance; two or 
more members, aside from the concerned midwife, must be 
present. 


During peer review the identity of the client under 
discussion remains confidential, although the fact that 
there was such a review is noted by her midwife in her 
perinatal records. [*3] 


When presenting a case for peer review, the concerned 
midwife explains how she has handled the case and dis- 
cusses alternatives. Her colleagues ask factual questions, 
suggest different alternatives, and may challenge her if 
she seems to have departed fromthe Alliance's guidelines 
or otherwise to have behaved improperly. 


Such challenges do not necessarily spell trouble for 
the midwife, They may lead to a questioning of the guide- 
line, not just of the midwife, and hence to a refinement 
of the Alliance's compulsory requirements. 


Indeed, Alliance rules state explicitly that whena 
member disagrees witha guideline, the disagreement must 
result either in the guideline being changed or else in 
the member resigning. .How often are legislators wise e- 
nough to put their laws and their subjects on such an 
equal footing? 


* * * 


The applicability of the Informed Choice formula to 
astrology is obvious. Let us run down 10 points that come 
to mind at first glance: 


1. The regulation of professional practice is possible 
without immediate legal recognition, ina way that can be 
made evident to the public and that can be objectively 
verified. Sanctions against violators take the form of 
making the offending member withdraw from the system, with 
a consequent loss of credibility. 


—_—_—_—_—_— ee 


[*3] Rectifiers take note! The Alliance's suggested form for 
perinatal records includes spaces for the times of the 
following events: start of pushing; full dilation; crown- 
ing; emergence of the head from the birth canal; emergence 
of shoulders; first breath; first suck; expulsion of the 
placenta; cutting of the umbilical cord; and some inter- 
mediate stations of birth in addition to these. 
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2. The same type of regulation can be made subject to 
legal sanction without any substantive changes. Sanctions, 
whatever form they take, are for failure to live up to the 
Informed Choice prospectus plus a small number of compul- 
sory guidelines, instead of failure to observe a huge 
number of regulations and by-laws. 


3. The system discourages organizational rigidity. Rather 
than promote the secession of splinter groups who disagree 
with the majority consensus, an association will prefer to 
act as an "umbrella" organization and allow each practi- 
tioner to deal with ethical and technical questions in his 
or her own prospectus. 


4. Nevertheless, there are no obstacles preventing an 
association from imposing minimum standards if it wishes: 
these become part of the requirements the member has to 
live up to, alongside those of his or her prospectus. 


5. Members have a way of declaring their competence and 
explaining their philosophies to the public without re- 
sorting to commercial advertising. 


6. Members are able to question each other's methods and 
inform one another about new methods through the mechan- 
isms of peer review and the regular audit of practice 
protocols. Discussions about astrological systems become 
part of each member's practice, not just academic exercis- 
es. 


7. Peer review also provides for consultation about dif- 
ficult cases. 


8, The client is immediately given a document which tells 
him what he or she may expect from a particular astrologer 
—-something new querents often do not know--and this natu- 
rally helps to build confidence. 


9. Organizations which follow some sort of Informed Choice 
system are able to speak to the public as associations of 
practicing astrologers concerned with the users of astro- 
logical services, not just with their purveyors. This, 
too, helps to build confidence. 


10. Astrologers have to think about what they are doing 
and explain it to the satisfaction of their peers. 


## # 
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BIORHYTHMS, 
THE MOON, MERCURY AND VULCAN 


LEW PAXTON PRICE 


MOST ASTROLOGERS know something about bse iden These 
are cycles of rhythms that affect people. Three basic 
cycles are used to predict human behavior: the emotional, 
the mental, and the physical. Ancient astrologers attri- 
buted the most extreme emotional changes to the Moon. The 
builders of Stonehenge went to a lot of trouble to keep 
track of the Moon, and it is to the Moon that we will turn 
first. 


The Moon is very small compared to the Earth. It 
would take about four Moons in a line to equal the dia- 
meter of the Earth and 81 Moons to equal the mass of the 
Earth. But the Moon is only a quarter of a million miles 
away and the Sun is 400 timesas faraway, so the Mooncan 
exert a very strong tidal effect upon the Earth. In fact, 
this tidal effect is about double that of the Sun even 
though the Sun is 333,000 times as massive as the Earth. 


There are tides which affect oceans, tides which 
affect land, and tides which affect air. But this is only 
a small part of the Moon'sinfluence. The Moonaltersour 
ionosphere, our magnetosphere, and the effect of the solar 
wind. 


Eclipses of the Sun and Moon havea strong effect on 
tides and upon such things as the solar wind and the 
magnetosphere. Ithasbeenshown that humansare influ- 
enced by the static electric field of the ionosphere, the 
Earth's magnetic field, varying gravity from the tidal 
influences, and electromagnetic waves, all of which are 
altered by the Moon as it moves about Earth. 


The Moon exhibits five different cycles, three of 
which are highly significant. The three significant ones 
are the synodic (from New Moon to New Moon), the tropical 
(from equinox to equinox), and the anomalistic (fromclos- 
est approach to closest approach). The average of the 
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three significant cycles is 28.13 days. Biorhythms tend 
to synchronize themselves when their numbers are close but 
not exact. Therefore, the Moon cycles would tend to round 
off to 28 days to be in step with the natural day. 


Hippocrates, the father of medicine, found that fe- 
vers, diseases, minor ailments, and surgical operations 
were critical on certain days. The critical days were 
timed from the onset of the condition or the date of the 
operation. Periods or days of low vitality occurred at 
3.5, 7, 10.5, 14, 17.5, 21, 24.5, and 28 days after the 
onset. Improvement was noted at nine and eighteen days 
after the onset. In the former case, the days fall at 
octagonal positions of the Moon's orbit, and, in the 
latter, at triangular positions. Emotions are very inluen- 
tial upon health so it is not surprising that the critical 
periods of Hippocrates were based upon the Moon cycles. 


A second biorhythm cycle is 33 days long and is said 
to represent mentality. Its peak corresponds to the time 
of greater mental capability and its trough to a time of 
lesser mental capability. According to the ancient astro- 
logers, little Mercury is the planet of mentality. 


It would take about twenty planets the size of Mer- 
cury to equal the mass of the Earth. But Mercury is much 
closer to the Sun than is the Earth, approaching to a 
distance of 28.5 million miles at its closest and retreat- 
ing to only 43.3 million miles at its farthest. This 
gives it a tidal effect on the Sun of about one and three- 

ourths that of Earth at its closest and about half that 
of Earth at its farthest. This wide variation in the 
magnitude of the tidal force is enough to make it much 
more influential than can be expected for size alone. 


But this is not the whole story: the Sun rotates just 
as the Earth does except that it turns at different rates 
according to solar latitude. Atits equator, Sol rotates 
once every 27 days; it rotates more slowly as the distance 
from the equator is increased. On average, it rotates 
once every 25 days. 


As Mercury moves about the Sun, the Sun rotates 
beneath it so that, if a person were upon the Sun's vis- 
ible surface with Mercury overhead, he would rotate out 
from under it very quickly. When one 25-day rotation is 
complete Mercury has moved further on so that, by the time 
it is again overhead, 33 dayshaveelapsed. The resultin 
tidal period has the same length as the 33-day menta 
biorhythn. 
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The Sun is a dynamo of ionized (electrically charged) 
gas that shoots part of itself outward all the time ina 
huge spiral much as a rotating lawn sprinkler throws out 
water. We are moving through this solar wind as we orbit 
the Sun and only our thick atmosphere and strong magnetic 
field shield us fromits 700,000 mile-per-hour fury. Even 
so, the wind influences our upper atmosphere which, in 
turn, influencesus. And the tidal force of Mercury upon 
the Sun causes variations in the solar wind. Perhaps this 
is the real cause of the 33-day biorhythmic mental cycle. 


However, because the 33-day period is but a portion 
of the 88-day period of Mercury's orbit, one 33-day cycle 
near Mercury's closest approach will be different from 
another at the farthest approach and no two 33-day cycles 
will be exactly alike. 


There is another basic biorhythm of 23 days which is 
known as the health cycle or physical cycle. To my know- 
ledge, there is no cycle in today's accepted astronomical 
lore which works out to 23 days. However, the astrologers 
of old attributed sickness and health to the sixth house 
or to Virgo which they believed to be ruled by a tiny 
planet inside the orbit of Mercury called "Vulcan 


Vulcan was the Roman name. In Greek it was Hephaes- 
tos [*1] and in Hebrew it was Melakha. This was the god 
or force of fire and metalworking who limped and who 
worked long hours at the forges to make weapons for the 
gods. Of course, sucha small planet and one so close to 
the Sun would be very difficult to see. In fact, only if 
one were to train a telescope upon Vulcan during an 
eclipse of the Sun at a time when the little body was not 
aligned with the Sun, would one be able tosee it. 


Were we to assume that the 23-day biorhythm coincides 
with Vulcan's tidal force upon the Sun in much the same 
manner that the tidal force of Mercury is coincident with 
the 33-day biorhythm, we could compute the approximate 
mean distance and the approximate time of orbit for a 
hypothetical Vulcan. 


eee 


[*1] Vulcan was an entirely different god, but the Romans unfor- 
tunately lost track of their own traditionsin their eager- 
ness to "translate" theirreligioninto Greek terms. 

--Editor 
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Were we to use refined calculations to arrive ata 
more exact orbit for Vulcan, we would see that hypotheti- 
cal Vulcan moves once about the Sun in twelve days and has 
a very eccentric orbit (it literally "limps" around the 
Sun). Is it possible that ancient astrologers really knew 
the tiny body, so close to the Sun that it acted as one of 
the prlggers for solar flares, and provided a 23-day tidal 
Boras at accounts, in part, for variations in our 

ea 1 th? 
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NOSTRADAMUS AND STELLAR ASTROLOGY: 
THE NEAR FUTURE [*1] 


MAURICE POULIN 


A LITTLE-KNOWN ALMANAC published by Nostradamus in 1565, 
which I analyzed in an earlier article [*2], indicated 
that the French seer really intended to write about the 
twentiethcentury but foundit necessary to conceal what 
he was doing. After showing that Nostradamus had combined 
astronomical data for the years 1566 and 1985, Iremarked 
that certain hours ostensibly given for 1566 were correct 
only for 1985, It turned out that many of the predictions 
given for this period (in 1985) were correct. 


The recent past. Thus about the lunar eclipse of 4th 
May 1985, Nostradamus said that it would be associated 
with a very bad olive crop. When I visited Salon-de- 
Provence (Nostradamus's home) during the Summer of 1985, 
olive growers informed me that their production was at its 
lowest in 30 years, the reason being an unusual period of 
cold that had struck southern France earlier in the year. 


a ee ae 
[*1] Received 11th April 1986. 


[*2] “Decoding Nostradamus", Considerations i 2, February 1984, 
33-46, 
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More remarkable is what Nostradamus forecast for the 
period around the lunar eclipse of 28th October 1985. He 
saw "shipwrecks, submersions, pestilence and earthquakes". 
This eclipse seems to be announced in the first Centurie 
(I 84) in which Vulcan--his name for Pluto, as we shall 
see--was stressed. We shall deal with this question in 
connection with the earthquakes of 1985: I shall only 
remark fornow that Pluto was half a degree from the Sun 
in ecliptic longitude at the time of the eclipse. 


Shipwrecks and submersions: on 28th October hurricane 
Juan, which had become dangerous the previous day, caused 
the death of petroleum (Pluto) workers who happened to be 
on floating stages when they capsized. Small boats were 
also wrecked. Unusually strong winds and rains were re- 
corded around the Gulf of Mexico, causing catastrophic 
floods (submersions). In the next two days Juan caused 
$1,000,000,000 damage in Louisiana, Texas, Florida and 
Mississippi, mainly by submersion and shipwreck. 


All was not over in the following days concerning 
submersions. On 4th November seuaualte strong rain was 
reported in Virginia, which extended in the three fol- 
lowing days to Maryland, Pennsylvania and North Carolina. 
There were deaths and damage worth many millions of dol- 
lars. The astronomical phenmomena are striking: on 4th 
November Venus was conjunct Arcturus towards evening while 
the Moon squared the same "stormy" star in the morning. 
When the Moon-Venus square became exact at 1:12 EST, Venus 
was only 45' away from the star in longitude and exactly 
conjunct the Sun-Mars midpoint, which itself transited the 
star's longitude around 23:42 EST. 


That "dry" Sun and Mars are here related to rain may 
seem peculiar, but the Tradition says just that when these 
two bodies contact Arcturus. [*3] 


Then there was cyclone Kate, the first in 50 years to 
hit Florida in November. Again, the worst damage (21st- 
22nd November) was caused by submersion. With the orb of a 
luminary's average diametre, Saturn was semisquare Arctu- 
rus from 13th to 22nd November; the Sun did likewise on 
20th and 21st November while the Moon was sesquiquadrate 
the star on the 2lst. On that critical night, for the 


[*3] Vivian Robson, The Fixed Stars and Constellations in Astro- 
logy [1923]. Wellingborough, Notts: Aquarian Press, 1969, 
p. 243. 
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latitude of 30N around which most of the damage occurred, 
it was the day of 1985 when the most exact coincidence of 
the Sun and Arcturus on the western horizon took place. 
Saturn also set soon thereafter. Arcturus angular, simul- 
taneously with one ormore planets, is another traditional 
sign of stormy weather. Indeed, even the single aspect 
between Saturn and Arcturus is enough for this. 


Nostradamus also warned of "pestilence". Press re- 
ports for 30th October reported an epidemic of acute 
encephalitis in.Uttar Pradesh, India. At that time over 
1,000 people, mainly children, had died. Ihave no criti- 
cal date for this calamity, but in the eclipse chart for 
28th October we see the Moon midway between the two prin- 
cipal stars of Aries (the cranial cavity) and the disposi- 
tor of the Moon, Mars, in Virgo (diseases and children); 
it was also in a tight, applying square to Neptune (vi- 
ruses), Throughout Uttar Pradesh the eclipsed Moon was 
dispositor of the Ascendant, while at the capital city of 
Lucknow there was an exact sextile of the Ascendant toa 
heavily afflicted Mars. 


We can now turn to the matter of earthquakes and 
Vulcan, a name which seems to have stood for the supposed- 
ly modern planet, Pluto. The following lines from Centurie 
I 84 are relevant (they are translated from the first 
edition): 


The great one long hidden under the shadows 
Will warm up iron in the bloody wound. 


The warmed-upiron is, of course, suggestive of Vul- 
can's mythical trade. In this connection it is interesting 
that the ancient constellation of Libra was both Pluto's 
Chariot and Vulcan's House. Curiously enough another great 
psychic-seer, Edgar Cayce, categorically stated in one of 
his lectures that Vulcan and Pluto were twonames for the 
same planet. [*4] 


[*4] Margaret H. Gammon, Astrology andthe Edgar Cayce Readings. 
Virginia City: A.R.E. Press, 1973,p. 39. 


Nostradamus, Cayce, and classical celestial mythology are 
far more reliable authorities thantheso-called"Tibetan" 
said to have been the telepathic inspirer of Alice Bailey's 
numerous books, andthrough hera major propagatorofthe 
idea that there was anintra-Mercurial"Vulcan". Besides 
directreferences to the constellations, oneshouldrecall 
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Nostradamus predicted that important events would 
occur at the time of a Vulcan-Mercury conjunction--hence 
close to the Sun--in November, the month which contains 
the entire transit of the Sun inthe constellation Libra. 
He noted that Mercury would then "belong" to Vulcan. Thus 
at the time of the eclipse of 28th October, strong Pluto— 
nian-Vulcanian forces would somehow have impregnated the 
luminaries. Taking the average diametre of the luminaries 
into account, this would apply to a zone from 214°59' to 
215°31' in longitude and to the opposite zone in tropical 
Taurus. 


On the night before the eclipse, Pluto being withina 
Sun's- width of ecliptic conjunction to the Sun, an earth- 
quake (5.5 Richter) ldlled a few people in Algeria. Simi- 
lar events were registered around the world on the 29th: 
earthquakes measured at 5.5 Richter around Mexico City and 
Tehran; another at 6.9 Richter in Papua. Three widely 
distanced earthquakes at 5.5 Richter or above on the same 
day: this is not a common occurrence. During the afternoon 
of the 29th (UT) a still full Moon passed in opposition to 
these midpoints: Venus- Uranus, Mars-Neptune, Saturn-Pluto 
and Sun-Mercury. 


Ee 


the story of Pluto's explulsion told at the end of the 
first book of the Iliad. After coming to the defence of 
Hera, Vulcan is thrown aloft by Jupiter and falls fora 
whole day, finally hurtling down to the Isle of Lemnos, 
where he breaks his legsand finds some kind people to hide 
him for a long spell. Is this not suggestive of a body 
becoming invisible to the naked eye? Nor would an orbit 
close to the Sun constitute a suitable place of exile; it 
wouldratherbea privilege. The zig-zag walk of the crip- 
pled god agrees perfectly with the planet's slow and eccen- 
tric march. Furthermore it seems plausible that the main 
star of Scorpio, Antares, means “Rival of Mars" not only 
because ofits astronomicalresemblance tothe planet,asa 
first-magnitude red object, but also as the leading stellar 
representative of the god whostrove for the affection of 
Venus in competition with her lover, Mars. (Though Vulcan, 
beingthe true husband of the goddess, could claim owner- 
ship to Libra as part of the old Scorpio,) Finally, Vul- 
can's position as the tolerant husband of Venus, defender 
of Hera, and creator of Pandora gives hima specialrela- 
tionship to females unique among the classical gods--a 
relationship reflected in the innate feminine principle of 
Pluto which some serious astrologers have remarked. 
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MC-AS) drive todestabilize the West (Jupiter square Sa- 
turn in the West). We will see evidence of this very soon. 


Another feature of this eclipse was that the Jupiter- 
Uranus men a was in ecliptic conjunction (4') with the 
main star of the Eagle, Altair. Retrograde movement will 
make this midpoint transit its eclipse position (within 
one degree) for over two months, from 19th September to 
28th November: null orbs will occur on 14th October and 
5th November, 


This last date is especially striking, since the 
financially critical inferior conjunction of Venus will 
occur on that date, around the time when the Jupiter- 
Uranus midpoint passes on the nadir at New York; indeed, 
Pluto rises at New York about six minutes after the con- 
junction occurs. 


Can this be the time of anew Crash? Forsome future 
16th November, Nostradamus announcesa very important 
Islamic meeting convened with malignant intentions. On 
that date in 1986, at any rate, there will be an exalted 
Mars near the end of the constellation Capricorn, squared 
from both sides by the Lights: the Full Moon will be near 
its own exaltation near the beginning of the constellation 
Taurus. [*7] 


The Tunis angles for this configuration show a tight 
coupling of Mars on the eastern horizon with Saturn on the 
Midheaven. The possibility of military adventures (strong 
Mars) cannot be excluded, as we shall see right away. 


[*7] The Moon-Mars square is exact in the 24th degree of tropi- 
cal Taurus-Aquarius, 31 minutes of time before the Full 
Moon. 


The exaltation of Mars referred to here is the ecliptic 
degree of Delta Capricorni, which is aspected by an unusual 
number of orange and red stars: 14, in fact, if we allow 
orbs of four degrees. Of the 14 stars, 3 are of the Ist 
magnitude, 7 of the 2nd, and 4 of the third; of the 14 
aspects, there are 2 of 45°, 6 of 72°, 2 of 90°, 1 of 120°, 
lof 150°, lof 180°, and 1 conjunction. Delta Capricorni 
dividesthe aspectingstarsintotwosymmetricalgroups.In 
1975.0 it was at tropical 23°11! Aquarius. This matches the 
traditional exaltation degree, 28° Capricorn, since the 
constellation ends around the 26th degree of Aquariusin 
our generation. 
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In his Centuries III 4, III 5, and III 34, Nostra- 
damus exposes a situation involving a solar eclipse occur- 
ring in March, a catastrophic inflation, and danger to 
many frontiers in western Europe. The eclipse of 29th 
March 1987 agrees with the symbolism of these three qua- 
trains since its domification shows an aggravation of many 
of the negative elements present in the other eclipse 
chart we have just examined. 


For example, Mars once more afflicts Neptune--this 
time through a sesquiquadrate--and furthermore is now 
conjunct Algol! This is suggestive of a holy war (Mars- 
Neptune) conducted to the advantage of some Eastern pow- 
ers. In the 9th April eclipse map, the Mars-Neptune con- 
junction is not only strongly angular on the western 

orizon at Moscow, but also in close trine to Dubhe, main 
star of the Great Bear, symbol of Russia. [*8] The 29th 
March eclipse map also exhibits dramatic angles for Mos- 
cow: Mars will just have culminated while the Ascendant 
will closely trine Neptune. Needless to say the Sun-Moon- 
Jupiter triad, by its hard aspects to the sensitive Mars- 
Neptune sesquiquadrate, does not ease the situation. 


In the 1566 Almanach [*9] Nostradamus announces many 
calamities for a year when the Sun, Venus and Mars are 
together in the constellation Leo: this may apply to the 
period August-September 1987. If so, this would include 
the death of a prestigious Muslim ruler and the fall of a 
great eastern wall--Berlin's?--occurring just before an 
extensive conflagration. Since he already stresses that 
France will be threatened at the time of the 29th March 
1987 eclipse, it is interesting that he predicts, for some 
future September, the extreme desolation of a President 
and a republic at the hands of a new enemy. He also sees 
the promulgation of new states-—around 13th-14th September 
1987, if [interpret him correctly--along with the ruth- 
less elimination of their former rulers. The places affec 


[*8] While weare onthe subject of animalsymbolism, remember 
thatthe Jupiter- Uranus midpoint during the eclipse of 9th 
April 1986 falls within 4' of Altair, main star of the 
Eagle. Paracelsus once wrote that after a frightful eclipse 
ofthe Sun, Othman (Islam) would take pride of place while 
the Eagle would be “plucked, dishonoured, insulted and des- 
pised". 


[*9] Nostradamus, Almanach de l'an 1566. Lyon: Pierre Brotot & 
Anthoine Volant, 1565. 
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ted by this fate appear to be: West Germany, Austria, 
France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece and Mediterranean 
islands, Afghanistan, Turkey, Egypt and Ethiopia. [*10] 


It is not too farfetched to suppose that the former 
Barbary states--Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya~-would 
emerge as leaders of a new Islamic empire, or that a 
violent international crisis involving Italy would accel- 
erate the downfall of the Vatican. 


The Vernal chart for 1987 is also very clear as far 
as Islam is concerned. There will be an exact Mars-Jupiter 
semisquare (8') with Mars at the right ascension of Algol. 
The even more striking Venus- Saturn sextile (2') and the 
exact Moon-Alpha Scorpio conjunction (almost an occulta- 
tion) speak of building worldly power and travelling to 
war. At the same time Mars is square Venus and quincunx 
Saturn. The angles for Tunis show Venus rising and the 
Moon culminating, strangely echoing the angles of the 16th 
November map. 


To sum up, if I have interpreted the signs properly 
all the above events should follow a serious crisis of the 
western financial system around the end of 1986 or the 
beginning of 1987. 


A few dates claimed my attention: 


12th August 1986--Stationary Mars now goes direct. It 
is at that moment on the Nadir, and square the Ascendant, 
in a region around the border between Libya and Egypt. At 
the same time the angles for London are dramaticall 
occupied: Jupiter setting and Uranus on the Nadir, bot 
afflicting the Queen's natal Sun and Mercury, while Mars 
is close to the oblique ascension corresponding to her 

endant . 


Incidentally, the Fall ingress picture also dramati- 
cally afflicts the Queen's birth chart: the two Ascendants 
being in square while the South Node rises, squaring Mars 
and the natal Ascendant. This may have to do with the 
Queen's family rather than with her own person, the criti- 
cal date here being 28th October 1986. 


ee eee 


[*10] "Bactriane, Caspie, Thebes, Trogloditique, Ethiopie, Tus- 
cie,..Savoye, Dauphine, Gaiete, Plaisance, Argenton, Vienne 
en Austrie, Francfort, Spire, Auguste, Arles...Lysbone..." 
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16th September 1986--President Reagan is cause for 
concern around this date. 


lst December 1986--France's economy is apt to veer 
out of control, even if no general Crash has occurred by 
this time. This might coincide with some highly unpopular 
decisions which provoke an anarchistic reaction. 


## # 


THE RE-ROARING TWENTIES 


BARBARA KOVAL 


THE SIXTY-YEAR CYCLE is part of the Great Mutation. It 
represents, among other phenomena: two Saturn returns, 
five Jupiter returns, three Node (or eclipse) returns. In 
other words, after sixty years, Jupiter, Saturn, the 
Nodes and the eclipses will occur in approximately the 
same area. Occasionally this will happen in the same year; 
often it will happen in subsequent years. The point at 
which these confluences become critical and damaging have 
to do with world events as indicated by the Jupiter-Satum 
configurations, and with national events as indicated by 
the national chart. While mundane aspects are interesting 
timers, they do not have the powerinand of themselves to 
create major crises. The Kitchin Cycle is an analogue of 
Jupiter-Uranus configurations. It flipped because of ret- 
rograde motion. The Juglar Cycle is an analogue of Jupiter 
-Saturn. The Kondratieff Wave is an unsuccessful attempt 
to delineate the sixty-year cycle, because only astrology 
has the real focus. Kondratieff, himself, considered it a 
fifty-to-fifty-two-yearwave. 


History is repeating itself. History most repeats 
itself when we think that history can't happen to us. We 
have better economic theories based on greater knowledge. 
We know better than to do what they did. We've had the 
longest bull market inhistory. Guessagain. A comparison 
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of the Dow-Jones Industrials from 1960 to the present with 
that of 1900 to 1938 is enough to shake the gold out of 
your teeth, It's the same old play. The scenery is differ- 
ent. We talk nuclear, hi-tech, Keynes, cocaine, junk and 
punk, They talked radium, radio, Marx, hooch, andall that 
jazz. New actors fill the old roles. No matter how fresh 
the interpretation, no matter how new the detergent, Lady 
Macbeth will never washa way her spots. Hamlet will take 
forever to foreverkill Claudius. Romeo and Juliet will be 
united only indeath. 


Cycles exist. Only a person who has never dealt in 
the vagaries of money and markets could believe otherwise. 
Spotting the recurrent points is difficult because cycles 
are not neat. The Kitchin cycle flipped in 1941. The 
Kondratieff Wave flows between fifty andsixty years de- 
pending on the bearishness of the interpreter. Even when a 
cycle is remarkably precise, cycles hidden within the 
cycle often put a pimple on the graceful curve of its 
periodicity. 


Since ancient times, when theories and systems were 
fardifferent from what isconsidered acceptable today,a 
sixty-year cycle was identified and verified by centuries 
of observation. This same sixty-year cycle persists. It is 
observable and precise to plus orminus one year. 


By following the graphs (figures 1 and 2) one can 
easily see that the year 1900 is analogous to 1960; 1910 
corresponds to 1976s 1920 to 1980, and so forth. If one 
wishes to go back to the previous sixty-yearcycle, 1900 
would be equivalent to 1840; 1970 would correspond to 
1850; 1980 to both 1920 and 1860. 


The graphs show that the overall trend of prices was 
the same from 1900 to 1925 as it is from 1960 to the 
present. In both periods the line was relatively flat for 
25 years before it started to break for higher ground. 
Although we have perceived our current rises to be far 
greater, they are, in fact, proportionately the same. The 
curves have to be drawn on a comparative scale of ten-to- 
one, because the prices have remained in that ratio 
throughout the whole perio 


The Dow-Jones of the first quarter of this century 
had an on-again off-again love affair with the price line 
of 100. Our quarter century flirted with 1,000. They 
kissed and ran in tandem, too. The Dow hit 100 for the 
first time in 1905-6. The Dowhit 1,000 for the first time 
in 1965-6, exactly sixty years later. In 1909 and 1960 
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there was another bit of bliss; 1912-13 was not quite as 
successful as 1972-3, but a nearmiss, nevertheless. Asif 
to prove that the old guys still had some stuff, 1916 
quite outperformed the glancing success of 1976. They 
outdid themselves in 1919-20 and earlier, too, than the 
boys of 1980-81. The young bulls snorted back in'82 and 
183 and with greater power than in '22 and '23. Now they 
are only competing with themselves to see how fast they 
can get away. By 1925 and 1985 they each show an achieve- 
ment that is 50 percent higher than the girl they left 
behind. 


Those are the upside figures. The downside is equal— 
ly instructive. The bottomof 1903 wasmatched in1962,a 
ear ahead of schedule. The same is true of 1907 and 
1966-1 967. The low of 1910 was on target in 1970,as was 
the low of 1911-12and1971-72; 1973 matched1913. The 
major dip of 1914-15 foreshadowed the debacle of 1974-75. 
This particular bottom is noteworthy because the Stock 
Exchange was closed from August of 1914 through November 
of the same year. When it was re-opened the Dow-Jones had 
been revised, whichcauseda discontinuity in the figures. 
The memory of the bonecracking slide of '74 is still fresh 
enough in many of our minds and account books to need no 
elaboration. The significance is that in each case the 
Dow lost more than 40 percent of its value. 


One can argue that the 1914 revision caused the 
apparent drop in prices, which therefore wasn't a true 
reflection of the real drop. But, if the DJIA is a true 
economic indicator, not simply an indicator of current 
prices, the revision would be in tune with economic reali- 
ties regardless of what anyone might think the proper 
valuation. For whatever magical, mystical, orpractical 
reason, the Dow does correlate to our present cyclic 
economic realities. 


In more recent years the bottomof 1917-18 wasmore 
severe than that of 1977-78. Nineteen eighty took an 
earlier bath than 1921, which was a mere dip by compar-— 
ison. The rise in 1982 and 1983 was higher and more 
sustained than that of 1922 and 1923, but the drop of '84 
was steeper than '24. The last two years have been almost 
exactly the same. 


In 1925 the fickle price line kissed its lover good- 
bye and took off for more celestial realms. They would 
not meet again until the turn of 1931-32, when our pilot 
was rapidly losing his battle with the Earth's gravity. 
The lovers would meet and marry for 1933 and 1934. Though 
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they would later experience a couple of trial separations, 
they would not really divorce until 1942. 


The Dowhit 150in 1925. Sixty years later the Dow 
hit 1500. The ratio and periodicity remain constant. 


Because our current knowledge encompasses only two- 
thirds of the period underconsideration, we must go back 
to the previous sixty-year cycle to verify that there isa 
recurrence. There are a couple of difficulties. First, 
the stock market was not a well-defined operation in the 
years 1840 to 1878. The stocks sold were mostly railroads, 
insurance companies, utilities, and banks. By 1856 there 
were only 22 of what you might loosely call "indus- 
trials". Second, the Civil War and Reconstruction were 
the major concerns of the 1860s which would correspond to 
our twenties. Nevertheless, the similarities are still 
striking. 


Until a definite break to higher ground around 1862, 
stock prices fluctuated wildly between ten and twenty. 
Don't laugh. That represents a 100 percent gainora fifty 
percent loss. As you can see the scale is still close to 
the old ten to one. After the price break, the prices 
moved permanently higher and settled into the one-to-ten 
ratio with the twenties and thirties and the one-to-a- 
hundred ratio of the 1860s and now. 


As the markets and the economy of the United 
States became more organized in the latter part of the 
19th century, the lines fall into closerharmony. In 1869 
(1929 of the second cycle), Gould and Fisk tried to corner 
the gold market and brought the Stock Market to a crashing 
halt on "Black Friday", 24th September. There was a sharp 
drop in prices followed by a higher rise in 1870. Although 
the price of stock begins an overall decline, it does not 
reflect the true economic hardships of the 1870s. In those 
years the banking crises were far more severe than those 
of stocks. In 1873 (1933 of the second cycle), Jay Cooke 
was forced to close his bank, a rock of the American 
bankingsystem. Three dayslateron 20th September, the 
Stock Exchange closed. The peak price of stock in that 
cao was around34, The peak price in thesecondcycle 
was 381. 


You might argue that the mathematics are slo py, the 
correlations imprecise, and the proportions beyond a con- 
vincing range. We donot live ina mathematically precise 
world or a predictable one. Yet a home run is still a home 
run whether it is driven 450 feet or 600, as long as its 
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out of the ball park. The lack of precision is due to 
scenery and role players. The lack of precision may be 
due to factors behind the recurrences that are not matters 
of arithmetic. Why isnot asimportant as knowing what to 
look for and what todo when you find it. 


The Sixty-Year Cycle is a total economic cycle. The 
price of real estate dropped in 191 5, even though overall 
these were rising market years; 1974-75 were also harsh 
years for realestate. In 1921 the asking price of one- 
family homes dropped; 1981 and 1982 will not glitter in 
the annals of real estate. At the end of 1924 the median 
asking price for an existing house in Washington, D.C. was 
$7,720. In 1984 it was $93,000. That's not ten-to-one, 
it's twelve-to-one, but if younote that the median asking 
price in that year in 22 cities was $10,350, you'll see 
we're still playing in the same ball park. The price of 
housing peaked in 1925 at $10,890. Depending on your 
location, you will find that we are still within a range 
of ten to twelve times higher. 


Interest rates peaked in 1920. Although they were 
purposely kept low during most of the twenties, they began 
to edge slightly up between 1927 and1929. Thehighof 8 
percent declined to 3-4 percent midway through the decade. 
The high in the previous Sixty Year Cycle was 11 percent. 
Our present interest rates seem to bea multiple of two to 
two-and-a-half of those in the previous cycle. Since 
interest rates are falling at present (the previous low 
bees was 1926) it seems likely that we could drop below 

0 percent, even toa low of seven or eight. 


Although the price of gold was fixed during the 
second cycle, the U.S. had the highest reserve of gold 
stock in1926. Ina free market that would indicate a low 
price forgold. Gold prices are currently declining. The 
old fixed price was $20.67 an ounce; what that might have 
been in a free market cannot be known, but it was probably 
close to true, because the U.S. held about 40 percent of 
the world reserves at that time. If gold follows even the 
Oa. times ratio, we could be looking at gold below 

250. 


When you read a history of the twenties, you are 
reading anewspaper. In 1927 call loans increased by $1 
billion and by more than the same amount the following 
year. By 1929 the increase was $8.5 billion. If corpor- 
ation loans are included in the figures the figure would 
be $15 billion in 1929 money. 
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Holding companies and corporate mergers were all the 
rage. One thousand companies merged in 1928, 1200 in 1929. 
By 1929, 49 of the 200 largest corporations in the U.S. 
had been absorbed by other companies. Banks started to 
fail in the early twenties, especially in the agricultural 
states. The farmers were in bad shape back then, too. 


At the beginning of the decade investment trusts, 
comparable to our mutual funds, numbered 40. By 1929 they 
were being created at a rate of one perday. The cost of 
living decreased from1926 on. That probably helped the 
unemployed whose number began to increase in 1927 and 
1 


The government wasn't doing anything different. The 
taxcode wasbeingrevised. The finalcut in income taxes 
came in 1926. That time it did increase revenue. New 
taxes were passed after the Civil War, too. In fact by 
the end of the 1860s the war debt was all paidoff. That 
bodes well fora balanced budget forus. The government 
pursued a policy of low interest rates to accomodate the 
needs of foreign countries, who were still trying to 
restore their economies after the ravages of World War I. 
Our old friend, Brazil, was on the verge of bankruptcy, 
and we also "forgave" some very heavy debtors such as 


France and Germany. 


The Sixty-Year Cycle operates independently of poli- 
cies that are enacted by governments, politicians and 
assorted manipulators. Ouse period does not show a basic 
change in the economy, only a change in numbers. The 
enterprising will always turn the rules andregulationsto 
advantage. The marketplace will always be the theatre of 
want andneed. 


The Sixty-YearCycleisnota warcycle. A govern- 
ment does not have to be at war to spend as if it were. It 
is not a political cycle. Abraham Lincoln, Andrew John- 
son, Herbert Hoover, Calvin Coolidge, and Ronald Reagan 
are not exactly all of a piece, even though they are all 


Republicans. 


If the pattern of the past holds for the future, we 
can expect low interest rates, a decline in the cost of 
living, a topping of real estate values and a slight 
decline, and low gold prices between now and 1989. Indebt- 
edness and unemployment will increase. The stock market 
may hitch a ride on Halley's. From 1925 to 1929 stock 
averages grew to two anda half timestheirl1926low. At 
a ratio of ten to one, you can estimate the top for 
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yourself--if you have a strong heart. Jumpin the pool if 
you start toglow. 


The mind says that the Dow-Jones cannot possibly 
double. Though our current prices are only a multiple of 
ten, the Ml in 1985 was 23 times the M1 in 1925. The M2 
in 1985 is 58 times the M2 in 1925. Plenty of money is 
flitting through the economy, mostly borrowed to be sure, 
but some is there for the shifting. Interest rates are 
already heading down. Even though the government is run- 
ning record deficits (it was then, too) the expected 
inflation will be veiled by the drop in oil prices, the 
drop in realestate, and lower interest costs. 


Can we repeat the thirties? The 1970s were depres- 
sion years that followed hyperinflation in the South, 
overextension of credit in the North, and Greenbackcur- 
rency policies. From both a national and an international 
perspective our situation is not unlike either of the pre- 
vious cycles. Banksare failing. Farmers are in trouble. 
Governments are on the verge of bankruptcy. Evenif we 
don't believe that icebergs can melt, we sould be on the 
lookout for signs of a drop in 1989, arise in 1990, anda 
bottom in 1992-93. 


Such a historical repetition is bound to create a 
mixture of euphoria and panic in even the most dispassion- 
ate of observers. Good or bad, the prudent investor can 
take the appropriate steps to guard and even increase his 
capital. Some of the greatest fortunes have been made in 
the midst of economic chaos. Remember, too, though the 
stock averages dropped almost fifty percent in 1929, they 
regained fifty percent of this loss in 1930. They lost 
that much in 1974, and we all survived. For the 1980s 
it's only that last $1,000 rise that's precarious. At its 
worst, real estate dropped only 25% as did the GNP (in 
1929 dollars). Althou fb an unemployment figure of 25 
percent sounds horrendous, and it is, articularly if you 
are part of the figure, it also means eat 75 percent are 
still employed. In the thirties there was still money in 
the economy. There was still production. There was still 
work. 


Contrary to popular belief, the government did not 
rescue the economy by pumping money intoit until after it 
hit bottom. The money Hoover pumped in had no effect. 
During the 1932 campaign, Roosevelt complained that Hoover 
had spent too much. The only thing that Roosevelt did 
that Hoover didn't do was revalue the currency and confis— 
cate privately held gold. Gold was revalued to $35 an 
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ounce. If the ten-to-one ratio holds, gold could rise to 
$350 dollars or to 75 percent higher than the 1980s low. 
In 1875 the Resumption Act restored the convertability of 
currency to gold. The act gave gold back to the people. 
In 1933 the government took it away. In both cases the 
government stabilized the economy by restoring a gold 
standard of value. That could happen again. 


The counter-indications toa repeat of history area 
strong rise in interest rates, a strong rise in real 
estate after 1986, a decrease in outstanding credit, a 
strengthening of the banking structure, a restoration of 
prosperity for farmers, a strong rise in the price of 
gold, and growing financial solvency throughout the world. 


Cycles are markers, not predictors. They are point- 
ers and warnings. Will we repeat the twenties and thir- 
ties exactly? Probably no. Will we repeat the overall 
pattern? Probably, yes. For cycle fans, the Kitchin, 
Juglar, and Sixty Cycles converge in 1989. In the twen- 
ties Kitchin hit in 1928, while the Juglar and Sixty Year 
Wave coincided in 1929. 


However, you try to explain it, the market always 
adjusts. The graph that goes up goes down. Far better to 
borrow from history. Invest the proceeds on the ride of 
your life. Be sure to get off at the top. 


## # 
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Noonan, George C. Classical Scientific Astrology. Tempe: 
American Federation of Astrologers, 1984, 165 pages, ppr. 
$14.50. , 


This slim book contains the results of Dr. Noonan's at- 
tempted reconstruction of classical astrology, in use 
between 200 B.C. and A.D. 1600. It is not the easiest of 
books to read (the author says that "readers who have a 
knowledge of modern astrology are likely to be confused 
byparts of this book") but those who perservere are likely 
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to be well rewarded for the effort. 


Noonan considers "any similarity between the two 
(classical and modern aetrolouy) is almost coincidental". 
The former "was based on the science of its day; andits 
tools were mathematics and observational astronomy", 
whereas much of our current approach is "based on an 
occult mysticism". 


There are many gems in this book: a discussion of the 
triplicities--the qualities of dry, moist, hot and cold-- 
which are the basis fortoday's elements and formuchelse 
besides, most of whichis rarely used nowadays; the fixity 
of each planet's nature (as modified by aspect) andhow it 
is the nature of a sign which alters according to the 
particular planet(s) positioned in it--a premise con- 
tradictory to modern thought which teaches that the in- 
fluence of each sign is constant and that the nature ofa 
planet is variable; the different meanings of the houses 
in the Solar and Lunar Horoscopes, one splitting the 
chart into twelve houses (loci) from a point 5° above the 
rising degree, the twelve loci of the other being counted 
from the Part of Fortune; and an approach to the inter- 
pretation of aspects that is totally different from that 
used in modern astrology. 


The world and astrology have changed a great deal in 
the last four centuries. In the one case we can only 
assume the changes were as they should be, for better or 
worse, in the other we have our doubts. There was a time 
when the astrologer was a power in the land. Today, our 
subject receives far less respect. After reading Noonan, 
one has to question if the diminishment of our archaic 
science may not have been, inpart, due to the alterations 
we have made to how we construct and handle the very tools 
of our trade. Today we continue to work with planets, 
houses, signs and aspects, as did the earlier astrologers, 
but, as Dr. Noonan points out, how we interpret and use 
each of these is very different from the ways of our 
predecessors. Were we — to make these changes? By 
doing so, have we really advanced astrology? 


Sadly this wonderful book is marred by many typo- 
graphical errors. Nevertheless, it should be read and re- 
read by all serious students of astrology. 


--K. W. G. 
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Vaughan, Richard B., Astrology in Modern Language. Reno: 
CRCS Publications, 1985, 338 pages, $9.95 . 


Is the world ready foran amoral astrology textbook? Well, 
to this reviewer's delight we've got one now. The author's 
frankness and his total lack of sentimentality more than 
make up for the book's flaws. 


"The reader will note that I do not believe in lis- 
ting qualities as positive or negative," Vaughan admoni- 
shes. "Such terms are relative to some moral frame of 
reference... The natives of every sign should use ALL 
THEIR NATURAL RESOURCES to be thenselves," 


Again, defining the Ascendant as the native's outer 
mask: "I think this important to emphasize because, al- 
though it is desirable and an ideal attitude to look 
beneath the surface of a person for the so-called real 
man, we should at the same time realize that LIFE IN 
GENERAL DOESN'T CARE." Leaning too far in the direction of 
cynicism, perhaps, but not a bad thing to say to an audi- 
ence of wide-eyed astrology students. 


The capital letters in the above passages are the 
author's own, alas! A good editor would have assured Mr. 
Vaughan that his writing is forceful enough without typo- 
graphic assistance; instead, the anonymous editor in ques- 
tion saw fit to insert peculiar footnotes here and there, 
in an apparent attempt to show that he or she is more 
modern and knowledgeable than the author. This author 
deserves better. We hope his future editors will stick to 
points of style and accuracy, and let the readers sort out 
matters of opinion for themselves. 


Emphasis is on the luminaries, Saturn, and the 
houses. The usual introductory material is also there, of 
course, Specially remarkable: a section on the horoscope 
in old age and a chapter on the XIth house called "T e 
Meaning of Friendships", Many thanks to a somewhat Satur— 
nine author for including these neplected topics in a 
beginners’ book. 


On the debit side, the astronomical information is 
poor and the graphics depressing: horoscopes are inscribed 
in white characters on a solid black disk, and even the 
glyph of the Sun is a black disk with a white dot at the 
centre. Come, now, nobody's Saturn can be as strong as all 


that! tt 
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Urania. Ephemeris and introductory essay. New York: CAO 
Times, 2nded., 1985, 26 pages, Ppr. 


This expanded and corrected edition of Urania's bs gener 
lists the geocentric tropical longitude of asteroid number 
30 at 10-day intervals from lst January 1774 to lst Jan- 
uary 2001. It was computed by Mark Pottenger and is said 
to be of a high level of accuracy. 


This reviewer has yet to advance his level of compe- 
tence to include any of the asteroids. If ever he masters 
the biggies (Sun-Pluto), he'll be ready for Urania and the 
29 prior counted asteroids. For now, this ephemeris is 
worth having for John Addey's essay and to see if one 
really is an astrologer—-to be so, we're informed, Urania 
at birth should be in 25° Fixed, 17-18° Mutables or early 
Cardinals--I wonder if the entrance requirements to the 
College of Augurs are equally stringent. 


---K.W.G. 


Urania 14° Scorpi 
ee (Urania corpio) 


Wim van Dam. Astrology & Homosexuality. York Beach, Maine: 
Samuel Weiser, 1985, 92 pages, 35 maps, ppr. $8.95. 


Since I am a tropical Sagittarian, readers should: be aware 
of my biases from the start. First, I do not believe that 
any of us can look at a chart and tell the native's sex or 
racial origin, etc. Any book that purports to do so 
raisesmy level of skepticism. Second, because of today's 
seemingly increasing conservatism and rampant fundamental- 
ist theology, I feel that it is dangerous to provide the 
witch-hunters with a way to identify homosexuals. I am 
sure that the statement "they are born that way" would 
have no appreciable effect on their determination to rid 
the world of this "abomination in the sight of the Lord". 
We who practice astrology have felt that hot breath our- 
selves. Third, I believe that anything so basic to a 
native's life as sexual orientation, if ascertainable from 
the natal chart, should not need to be uncovered with the 
help of mathematical massaging. 


With that out of the way, let us consider this book. 
On its back cover the publisher states "(t)his book is not 
about why some people are homosexual." Why bother to 
write the book if that is not the purpose? 


The author devotes the first chapter toa brief over- 
view of the constituent parts of a chart. Is this neces— 
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sary for those who intend todo astrological research? I 
was interested to discover that van Damattributes "bal- 
ance and completion" to Chiron and assigns it as the 
modern ruler of Libra. He thenreviews the various signa- 
tures which astrologers have associated with homosexual- 
ity. He dismisses all but does include a review of a 
1920s book by the German psychiatrist, Karl Heimsoth, 
which he also dismisses. 


In presenting his method of approach, van Damanal- 
yzes the charts of two microcephalic children to show how 
they share no consistent patterns following traditional 
methods ofdelineation. He then introduces the navamsa 
chart and, mirabile dictu, he finds an explanation for 
these disparate charts in the different manner in which 
the children were reared! 


The next chapter contains the meat of the book. It is 
devoted to the application of the navamsa technique to the 
chart of male homosexuals. It should be noted here that 
the navamsa chart is a Hindu technique and, therefore, 
sidereal. The author, however, applies it tropically and 
bases his calculations on the vernal point. Readers will 
recall Cyril Fagan's dissatisfaction with the navamsa 
chart until Donald Bradley (a.k.a. Garth Allen) suggested 
that, because of its supposed antiquity, the starting 
point should probably be 0° Taurus. Isn't it odd how van 
Dam can alter a procedure to suit his purposes and then 
discover, "upon closer scrutiny of the available charts", 
what he wants? 


The rest of the book includes the use of his method, 
whichIprefer tocall the ninthharmonic, on the Heimsoth 
data with what he considers acceptable results; a lookat 
female homosexuality (which turns out to have different 
signature from that of male), at transsexuality and sexual 
identity. Finally, the book contains tables for convert- 
ing natal data to the ninth harmonic. 


It should be noted that, ina footnote, the publisher 
uestions one of charts (number 28) used to demonstrate 
emale homosexuality: the houses seem to have been calcul- 

ated for one time and the planets for another. I also 
noted, without any similar publisher's prompt, that twoof 
the illustrated charts (numbers 2 and 5) are identical to 
each other. 


Van Dam's main conclusion is that in the charts 
ofmale homosexuals the Moon is afflicted by a navamsa con- 
junction (5° orb) with Saturn ora strong influence from 
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houses VI or XII. 


To evaluate this premise, I selected at random 100 
charts of self-identified gay men and applied van Dam's 
ninth harmonic approach. Thirteen of my 100 charts had 
the required conjunction between Moon and Saturn within 
the 5° orb van Damuses. When I enlarged the orb to 6°, 
there were five more. When I went to 7°, there were 
elevenmore. And whenI went to 8”, there were 16more. 
So, even with an increase of sixty percent in the size of 
the orb, there were only 45 indications, not the complete 
100 as van Dam states. Nevertheless, when I have the 
available time, I plan to apply this technique to another 
900+ charts. It is, however, noted that the author's 
findings seem to be based solely on the eleven charts 
published in his book, tomy mind an inadequate study. 


Van Dam's conclusion: "...astrological investigation 
provides no simple explanation covering all male homosex- 
uals, all Lesbians and all transsexuals..." (p.87) is one 
with which I most heartily concur. 


--Rev. Fr. J. Paul Morris 


KOK 


Stein, Zane. Essence and Application A View from Chiron. 
New York: CAO Times, 1986, Ppr. 211 pages, $11. 


In 1983 Zane Stein, founder of ASC, the Association for 
Studying Chiron, and publisher of the monthly newsletter 
The Key, interpreted Chiron in the signs and houses in 
Interpreting Chiron. Now we have the results of his re- 
search on Chiron's aspects, Those wishing to investigate 
this 1977-discovered body, that lies bet ween the orbit of 
Saturn and Uranus, will find Stein's clearly written in- 
terpretations a good starting point. 


--K.W.G, 


Jeff Green, Pluto: The Evolutionary Journey of the Soul. 
i I, St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1986, xxx + 352 pages, 
12.95. 


There are excellent delineations in this book; I particu- 
larly liked the section on Pluto aspects. No doubt, Jeff 
Green can be a perceptive and original astrologer when he 
deals with real life. 
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The trouble with Green is that he cannot leave well 
enough alone. People not only have horoscopes and actual, 
fleshly and emotional lives. They must have previous lives 
as well. This leads to peculiar notions. Thus: "Many...in- 
dividuals with Pluto in the Fifth House or in Leo have had 
prior lifetimes in which they were recognized as special 
in some way. As a result, many of these individuals will 
have unconscious memories of being treated as special... 
They expect that others will cater to their needs." (P. 
105) Well, good! It's a relief to know that so many of us 
were on top in the old days, not serfs or slaves as his- 
tory claims. 


But really, Jeff, isn't it more satistfying to stick 
with things as they appear, and just say that the Pluto- 
Leo generation is spoiled rotten? 


--A.H. 
Pluto rising in Leo. 


## # 


THE NEW PARTNER-HOROSCOPE 
ALEXANDER MARR 


EXAMINE THE HOROSCOPES of any two persons, The horoscope 
of the younger consists of transits to the map of the 
older, Yet Ihave been able todemonstrate that effective 
transits occur before birth, not only afterwards. Hence 
this new partner-horoscope, set for the exact time inter— 
val before the birth of the older person that equals the 
difference in age between the two partners. In other 
words, this partner horoscope shows the older partner's 
converse transits at the birth of the younger. 


This method has been tested by the writer with more 
than 200 examples. It may be regarded as an adequate 
complement to the traditional comparison of two natal 
horoscopes. As distinct from the usual interpretation 
which analyzes mutual aspects, the partner-horoscope can 
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ahh Now fee 


be regarded as an independent self-contained Horoscope. 
Charts of this kind permit the astrologer to evaluate the 
output of the partnership. 


The partner-horoscope is the product of both partic- 
ipants and it will always have much to show concerning 
good or poorchances for the future. The analysis of this 
horoscope should be performed in a most simple way, in- 
cluding only the most characteristic indications suchas: 


a) The position of the luminaries and planets in the 
quadrants; whether they are above or below the horizon, 
whether on the east or west side of the horoscope. 

b) The angularity of the luminaries and planets. 


c) The usual analysis of mutual aspects between the 
two natal horoscopes, in which the aspects involving the 
midheaven, ascendant, Sun and Moon should, of course, be 
given most importance. 


The calculation of this pero ee ere is very 
simple, as the following example will demonstrate: 


Exanple: 
a) QueenElizabethII: 01:12:48U.T. 21st April1926, 
b) Prince Philip: 06:38 U.T.10thJune 1921. 

The age difference can be obtained by reference to 


tables of day numbers: the standard Julian Days or tables 
such as those in Prediction I. 


Using PredictionI tables: 


Day # Time 
a) 46130 25:12:48 
b) 44355 06:38:00 
c) 1775 18:34:48 
d) 42579 12:03:12 


Note that the birth time of the younger (a) was ear- 
lier in the day than that of the older (b). To avoid 
possible error in calculation, we have therefore expressed 
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the younger's birthtime as if it had occured on the pre- 
vious day and then added 24 hours to the clock time. 


To obtain the correct time of the partner-horoscope, 
we find c, the difference between a and b, and subtract 
this from the birth data of the older b. 


Hence, d = b-~ c= b-(a- b). 


In the above example d identifies 12:03:12 UT on 
30th July 1916 as the time for which we should compute the 
partner-horoscope (see figure 1). 


Here we have computed the chart for the birth loca- 
tion of the older person, but it is better to use the 
location where the two persons first met each other, when 
this is known. 


This partner-horoscope isa product of both partici- 
pants, and it shows the characteristics of the partnership 
itself. Here a succesful (royal) marriage is symbolized 
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by a close conjunction of the Sun and Moon on the MC. 
Jupiter near the Ascendant supports a harmonious partner- 
ship. Partner-horoscopes suchas this, withmost planets 
above the horizon and the Sun high in the sky, are 
usually healthy and productive, especially if containing 
no heavy afflictions. Needless to say, as in all partner- 
comparisons, the mutual aspects between the partner-horo- 
scope and the birthcharts of the two participants are of 
considerable importance. In figure 1 the relevant radical 
planets of Queen Elizabeth II (EL) are noted on the outer 
ring, and those of Prince Philip (PH) are indicated in the 
inner ring. 


Compare this harmonious royal partnership with that 
of two enemies: Adolf Hitler and Charles de Gaulle. 


a) Charles de Gaulle: 03:19:21 UT; 22nd November 1890: 
50N39 3E04, [*1] 


b) Adolf Hitler: 17:30:16; 20th April 1889: 48N15 
13H03.5. 


The Hitler/de Gaulle partner-horoscope (figure 2) is 
cast for 07:41:11 UT on 18th September 1887 at Hitler's 
birthplace, 48N15 13E03.5. 


This chart also indicates much activity (most planets 
are located above the horizon), but Saturn, very close 
(22') to the partnership Midheaven, and Mars (conjunct 
partnership Node) clearly show that enmity can only exist 
between the partners: such positions within an individ- 
uals's horoscope would indicate self-dislike. Note also 
how these two bodies, the partnership Saturn and Mars, 
afflict Hitler's radix: 


MC 2LE58 Mars 14LE00 
Saturn 3LE20 Saturn (Hitler) 13LE27 
MC (Hitler) 2LE21 Mars (de Gaulle) 11AQ28 


There can be little doubt that the Mars-Saturn-MC 
combination destroyed any chance Hitler may have had to be 
victorious over his opponent. (It was these same two 


[*1] All datain this article has been rectified by the author. 
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bodies, Hitler's own natal Mars-Saturn square, which trig- 
gered his downfall: the progressed Saturn square to radi- 
cal Mars matured 1943-44,) 


The author has been able to rectify accurately each 
of the above fournatal horoscopes. When such exact birth 
times are known, the mutual aspects between the partner- 
ship-horoscope and the birthcharts of the two individuals 
concerned tend to be both exact and appropriate. Experi- 
ence indicates that one need only analyze mutual conjunc- 
tions and oppositions involving angles and planets. 


When the horoscopes involved have not been accurately 
rectified, mutual aspects involving just the planets will 
often give satisfactory results. 


The easy-to-handle partner-horoscope is not only 
sufficient of itself for the delineation of the inherent 
character of the partnership, it has also proven to be 
very effective as the basis for future predictions, when 
the appropriate directional systems are applied. The as- 
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trologer is thus able to use such techniques as the prog- 
ressed partner-horoscope to forecast accurately the out- 
come of events like Presidential elections, sporting 
events, litigations, and so forth. 


Example A, using the Hitler/de Gaulle partnership-horo- 
scope (figure 2: 


Figure 3A: Sidereal Lunar Return (reproduced overleaf as a 
tropicalreturn, applying precession) at 06:34 UT on 22nd 
August 1944. This has been computed for Paris, as it 
reflects the liberation of the French capital on 26th 
August 1944, 


This is a very active chart. All of the planets are 
in the east, mainly in the chart's first quadrant. 


Uranus is conjunct the Midheaven (both mundane and in 
the ecliptic). 


RA of Uranus = 71°23'; RAMC=71°17! 
Venusrising (0A minus 90°) = 67°40! 


Mercury, Mars, and Jupiter combine in several mid- 
point-combinations near and to the Ascendant. 


Sun at 29°02! Leo is conjunct Regulus, 29°03.5' Leo. 


This writer considers it essential that astrologers 
pay attention to the fa aD rong charts in all 
analytical and forecasting work. This includes transits. 
It cannot be emphasized enough that prenatal (converse) 
transits are the equivalent to and complementary with the 
usual transits. Unfortunately only a few astrologers, of 
whom the late Ronald Davison was a leading example, have 
really taken advantage of these very meaningful transits. 


While the method of computing prenatal transits is 
identical with that of the partner-horoscope demonstrated 
above, the calculation of prenatal lunarandsolarreturns 
is even simpler. 

Exanple: 

Lunar return on 22nd August 1944 (Figure 3a), day 52829 

Birthdate 18th September 1887 (Chart 2), day 32037 
difference 20792 
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Prenatal lunar return, 15th October 1830 11245 


Due to the Moon's irregular motion the date of the 
required prenatal lunar return will always be within three 
days of the computed date. In the above example, the 
converse transiting Moon crossed the radical position of 
the Moon on the computed date. 


Prenatal Lunar: 06:40 UT; 15th October 1830. (figure 3b) 


Precessed natal Moon (5LI32 minus 48') = 4L144. 


The Sun is on the Ascendant, and Uranus opposes the 
Midheaven. The 3" Leo Midheaven isconjunct the triple 
conjunction, discussed earlier. This converse lunar return 
is appropriate given the events in Hitler's life. 


¥ k & 


Example B: 


Events: VE-day on 8th May 1945; the suicide of Adolf 
Hitler on 30th April 1945, 


Lunar return of partnership-horoscope: 20:03:40 on 
the 24th April 1945 (figure 4a), computed for Paris. 


Jupiter is conjunct the Midheaven and opposes Mars. 
At this time transit Jupiter was conjunct de Gaulle's 
natal Saturn. It has been observed from the analysis of 
U.S. (and other) presidential elections that the winners 
of these elections were frequently experiencing signifi- 
cant Jupiter and Saturn aspects. This combination, if 
assisted by benevolent planets, should invariably be 
interpreted as victory after a long, hard struggle. In 
those cases where bot presidential candidates ad both 
Jupiter and Saturn angular in their lunar returns, the 
winner had Jupiter elevated (preferably at the Midheaven) 
above Saturn, whereas the loser had a Saturn dominating 
Jupiter. 


Figure 4b (compare this to figure 4a) is computed for 
Berlin. It shows an unfavorable Moon-Neptune conjunction 
on the Midheaven in mundane square to Uranus, which may be 
associated with Hitler's mercial . Even more appropriate is 
the close Moon-Saturn square and the very close opposition 
of transit Saturn to Hitler's radical Moon. This latter 
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aspect had become even closer to exactitude on the day of 
Hitler's death (2' orb). 


* kK OO 


The partner-horoscope should be computed for the 
place where the two persons first met. This obviously 
applies for people who met only once, as in road acci- 
dents, assassinations, etc. When the people involved have 
never met, such as in the case of Hitler and de Gaulle, 
both birthplaces should be considered, although that of 
the older would be my first choice. It will be noted that 
the birthplace coordinates certainly are never completely 
inappropriate and do respond to transits even if the 
partners have met in places other than their birthplaces. 
This is reassuring when the astrologer isuncertainof the 
exact meeting-place. 


Exactness of interpretation and prediction from the 
partnership-horoscope, of the kind demonstrated here with 
the Hitler-de Gaulle chart, cannot be guaranteed unless 
accurately rectified birthcharts are used. 


Those astrological systems, which are based only on 
ecliptical and mundane conjunctions and oppositions, are 
superior to other systems in that interpretation is easier 
and the analyzing astrologer can also be more certain he 
is identifying real planetary effects and not chasing 
after fictionalcoincidences. At the same time exclusive 
reliance on conjunctions and oppositions will soon provide 
an inexperienced student with a solid knowledge of astro- 
logical symbolism. 


* OF 


Figures 5, 6 and 7 are the partnership-horoscopes for 
this writer with three astrologers (Vendel Polich, Nelson 
Page, and Cyril Fagan) with whomhe enjoyed a succesful 
collaboration. 


a) In each of these partnership charts the Sun is posi- 
tioned near the Midheaven. 


b) The success of each of these collaborations is indi- 
cated by the presence of favorable planets on the angles. 
It is preferable for these to be located at the Midheaven. 


c) The nature of these particular partnerships, "scientif- 
ic collaboration", isshown by the prominence of the Sun, 
Mercury, Jupiter and Uranus. 
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PARTNER HOROSCOPE 
V.POLICH / A.MARR 
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NELSON PAGE / A.MARR 
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PARTNER HOROSCOPE 
C.FAGAN / A.MARR 


THE AUXILIARY PARINER-HOROSCOPE 


In those instances when, due to inaccuracies in the 
birth times of the two partners, definite conclusions 
concerning the relationship are doubtful, the following 
auxiliary chart can be used as a support. 


This chart is the forward-flung shadow of the partner 
~horoscope, described above. The birthchart of the elder 
partner can be taken as a prenatal transit chart of the 
younger partner. Hence this auxiliary partner-horoscope is 
the complementary direct transit chart. 


An example will make this clear. 


Evita Peron: 08:56:51 UT; 7th May 1919 Day # 43590 
Juan Peron : 12:04:22 UT; 8th October 1895 34979 
difference: 20:52:29 8610 


Subtracting this difference from the birthdate of 
Juan Peron, the older partner, givesdata forthe partner- 
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horoscope: 15:11:53 UT; 11th March 1872. 


To obtain the auxiliary partner-horoscope, the ob- 
served difference in time bet ween the two horoscopes of 
the partners, Juan and Evita, is added to the birthtime of 
the younger, giving 05:49:20 UT on day #52201, oron 3rd 
December 1942, 


At Buenos Aires RAMC = 100°26!. Midheaven is 9°25! 
Cancer and Ascendant 15°48! Libra, which relate appropri- 
ately to Evita's natal Jupiter at 11°55' Cancer and Juan's 
natal Sunat 14°57' Libra, 


This auxiliary partner-horoscope is strongly recom- 
mended. It doesnot require muchcomputation, yet it will 
provide a great deal of information about the two persons 
involved in the partnership. 


## # 


Sources mentioned in A Reconstruction of Mesoamerican Astrology, 
Part Three (opposite): 


Carrasco, David. Quetzalcoat] and the Irony of Empire. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1982, 


Cook de Leonard, Carmen. "A New Astronomical Interpretation of 
the four Ball Court Panels at Tajin, Mexico", Archeoastronomy in 
Precolumbian America. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1975. 
Duran, Fr. Diego. The Book of the Gods and the Rites and the 
Ancient Calendar. F. Horcasitas and D. Heyden, trans. anded. 
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971. 


Thompson, J. E. S. A Commentary onthe Dresden Codex,a Maya 
Hieroglyphic Book. American Philosophical Society Memoirs 93. 
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A RECONSTRUCTION OF 
MESOAMERICAN ASTROLOGY 


PART THREE : THE PLANET VENUS 
BRUCE SCOFIELD 


OF ALL THE HEAVENLY BODIES VISIBLE to the ancient Meso- 
americans, Venus wasstudied more intensely than any of 
the others with the exception of the Sun. Aswe willsee, 
tremendous effort was put into architectural constructions 
in order that the movement of this planet might be follow- 
ed accurately. The Mayans were known to have excelled in 
such constructions and also in the preparation of tables 
indicating, at any given time, where Venus could be found 
initscycle. To the Mayans, Venus, callednoh ek (great 
star) and sux ek (wasp star), was very much a visible 
symbol of the ebb and flow of life. Venus was seen to 
have two lives, one in the East and one in the West. In 
between these appearances as Morning Star and Evening Star 
respectively, Venus woulddisappear withthe Sun. Inits 
Evening Star phase, Venus could be seen as the one who 
pushes the Sun down into the underworld. In this phase, 

enus was associated with the Aztec diety Xolotl, a god of 
the underworld. As Morning Star, Venus, reborn after dis- 
appearing behind the Sun fora few days, led the Sun into 
the sky. In this Morning Star phase, which was considered 
the more important of the two, Venus was personified by 
the ceototeet Quetzalcoatl, the first priest and the bringer 
of culture. To understand better the association of the 
planet with this very important mythologized man-god, we 
must examine the mythology surrounding Questzalcoatl in 
his various manifestations. 


QUETZALCOATL, 


Quetzalcoatl (Kukulcan to the Mayans) was both a god 
and a man, or perhaps many men. Both words mean feathered 
serpent. Asa god Quetzalcoatl was associated with the 
creation of the universe itself, which wasreflected inthe 
ceremonial center. He was also involved in both the 
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creation of man, corn and pulque (an intoxicating bever- 
age) and the destruction of each phase or "Sun" of civil- 
ization. It appears that during the Toltec empire (post- 
classic), at least one leader, who is usually referred to 
as Topiltzin Quetzalcoatl, took that name for himself. 
The name also appears to have beena kind of general title 
for ahighly regarded priesthood. There are indications 
that the idea of Quetzalcoatl preceded the Toltecs by many 
centuries in both the valleys of Mexico and the Guatemalan 
classic Mayan centers. Much has been written on this 
mysterious subject. Carrasco, in a lengthy analysis of 
the various surviving records, suggests that Quetzalcoatl 
was in essence a widespread cultural symbol of civil- 
ization, the priesthood and the triumph of order over 
chaos, but one which also contained within itself the 
seeds of destruction. 


In the Toltec myth, Topiltzin Quetzalcoat] was a man 
of high birth whose parents died before he was born. He 
made his way up in society asa priest of Quetzalcoatl and 
eventually reached the highest position possible, that of 
chief and high priest. He initiated reforms in religious 
practices and forbade the sacrifice of anything but snakes 
and butterflies. His sorcerer enemies, who later became 
copped gods of the Aztecs, broughthim a mirrorin which 

e correctly saw that he was in love with his sister. 
They next managed to get him drunk on pulque and in his 
state of intoxication he broke his vows of chastity as a 
priest and had illicit sex with his sister. The shame of 
this act caused him to leave his throne and he slowly 
travelled towards the East. On his way he made some 
important stops and paid homage to the various gods. Some 
versions of the story have him floating off into the 
Caribbean on a raft of serpents. Others have him step 
into a fire only to emerge as the planet Venus. In Yuca- 
tan, there is the story of Kulkucan, a Toltec chief, who 
reorganized the decaying Mayan cities and rebuilt Chichen 
Itza, bringing it to its greatest glory. He also intro- 
duced human sacrifice, a fact graphically illustrated by 
the sculptures throughout the site. This part of the 
story is obviously inconsistent with the rest of the 
Quetzalcoatl legend. 


The mythology of Quetzalcoatl is confusing and uncer- 
tain, but for our purposes a few conclusions can be drawn. 
First, Quetzalcoatl was always associated with the planet 
Venus, particularly in its Morning Starphase. Secondly, 
he was a god who brought culture and civilization to the 
Indians. For this reason Duran thought him to be St. 
Thomas who somehow made it to the Americas to preach the 
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Gospel. Quetzalcoat] was always associated with ceremon- 
ial centers and temples, the physical embodiment of the 
order of the universe. Third, he was associated with the 
air and with winds, and many round temples of his manifes- 
tation as wind god were dedicated tohim. Finally, Quet- 
zalcoatl illustrated the archetypal spiritual path and its 
pitfalls. Here is the man who Strives for perfection but 
falls from grace through the loss of control of his pas- 
sions. He redeems himself eventually and promises to 
return. He is creative, a civilizer, prophet, priest and 
martyr allin one. The power of this myth was such that 
the Aztec empire, the mightiest political center in all of 
Mexico when Cortes arrived, was weakened psychologically 
by the suspicion that Cortes was the returning Quetzal- 
coatl, 


To the Aztecs, Xolot] was associated with Venus in 
its Evening Starphase. This god wasknownasthe animal 
who pushed the Sun back into darkness. He was a deformed 
creature, a bringer of badluck. Xolotl wasalsoknown as 
the bringer of both fire and man from the underworld. 
While the ancient Mesoamericans apparently knew that Venus 
in both its phases was but one planet, there developed a 
strong distinction between the qualities of one phase and 
the other. Quetzalcoatl and Xolotl were two manifestations 
of the same planet, two ways of expressing what they 
believed or found to be true about this bright object in 
the sky. The meaning of the two phases of Venus seems to 
have been incorporated into the ritual athletic life of 
the culture itself, as we will see later. 


THECYCLEOF VENUS 


The planet Venus orbits the Sun in 225 days, its 
sidereal period. But it isnot this motion that is appar- 
ent to an observer. What is seen fromthe vantage of the 
Earth is a cycle of phases which repeats itself every 584 
days onaverage. Thiscycle is called its synodic period. 
Suppose we start this cycle with Venus at its heliacal 
rising. This is the first day that Venus becomes visible 
to the observer in its Morning Star Phase. The heliacal 
rising occurs just a few days after the planet's conjunc- 
tion with the Sun, when Venus is separated from the Sun by 
about 10 degrees. This occurs when Venus is retrograde, 
The aforementioned conjunction is called an inferior con- 
junction because Venus is found bet ween the Sun andthe 
Earth--"inferior" meaning "lower", that is to say closer 
to the Earth than is the Sun. On the first day of this 
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count for the Venus cycle, the observer would see Venus a 
few degrees above the horizon for only a few minutes in 
the twilight. Its light would be extinguished by the 
powerful light of the Sun as it moved closer to the hori- 
zon. On the next day Venus would shine for a longer 
period and be much brighter. Within a few days, Venus 
would be at its most brilliant because of its proximity to 
the Earth in this phase. 


When heliacally rising Venus was called the "spearing 
god" and was considered by the Mayans and Aztecs to be 
unlucky. The calenderdate on which this event occurred 
was an indicator of its power and action; it was a time 
feared by the populace and a direct gaze at the planet was 
considered very dangerous. Chimneys were even stopped up 
to prevent the light of Venus from entering the house. 
Among the Aztecs, sacrifices were made and blood was 
flicked from priests! fingers toward the planet. There 
were even astrological interpretations of the particular 
effect of the heliacal rising. Apparently the week in 
which the rising occurred indicated just who would be 
struck. If the heliacal rising occurred during 1-alliga- 
tor and 1-jaguar, Venus struck at old men and women. en 
rising in |-stag and 1-flower, it struck little children. 
In l-reed and 1-death it struck kings. In l-rain it 
denied rain and in 1-water there wasa universal drought. 
In 1-earthquake it struck youths and maidens. 


Venus remains a Morning Star for about 263 days on 
average, first going farther from the Sun and reaching 
greatest elongation (47 degrees) and then closing in onit 
again. At this point Venus is moving toward superior 
conjunction with the Sun and is at its greatest distance 
fromthe Earth. The planet becomes invisible because of 
its a to the Sun for about fifty days. In the 
emphemeris this is shown as Venus and the Sun moving 
together at roughly equalspeeds. After this interval in 
hiding, Venus makes its appearance as Evening Star and 
remains in that phase for another 263 days. As Venus 
moves Closer to the Sun (geocentrically) it becomes more 
brilliant while heading toward its inferior conjunction. 
Finally, Venus disappears for only eight days and makes a 
dramatic reappearance as Morning Star, andthe 584-day 
cycle begins again. Besides amply noting the phases of 
the planet, this cycle can be counted by the rising posi- 
tion of the planet on the horizon. Only once in 584 days 
will Venus rise in a certain position against the horizon. 
It is for this reason that certain Mayan temples and 
observatories were specifically aligned to horizon fea- 
tures orhad special windows orsighting tubes. 
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There are two examples of architectural alignments to 
extreme horizon positions of Venus worth mentioning in 
Yucatan. 


At Uxmal, a late classic ceremonial center located 
near several other large centers built at the same time, 
is a large building known as the Governor's palace. Itis 
essentially a long building with extensive friezework over 
a series of entranceways to variousinnerchambers. The 
central opening is square and somewhat larger than the 
others flanking it. Standing in this doorway, one can 
look out to an unobstructed horizon. On the horizon, 
directly in front of the door and appearing as a small 
speck in the distance, can be seen the remains of the 
principal pyramid of Nohpat, one of the other ceremonial 
centers. From the central doorway of the Governor's pal- 
ace, Venus would have set (in 800 AD) directly over this 
distant pyramid at its maximum southerly horizon position, 
which occurs every eight years. The Governor's palace 
could have been used as a Venus observatory. 


At Chichen Itza, a complex site northeast of Uxmal, 
is the famous Caracoal, the best surving example of a 
Mayan round tower. Round temples in Mesoamerica were usu- 
ally associated with Quetzalcoatl in his manifestation as 
the wind god, and hence could be connected with Venus. 
This particular temple appears to have been built express- 
ly for the purpose of noting rising and setting positions 
of astronomical bodies, including Venus. From the upper 
level, at least two of the remaining three windows could 
be used to locate the extreme setting positions of Venus 
and hence to time the entire cycle. 


For reasons which we do not understand, the Mayans 
documented this four-phase cycle of Venus with figures 
that differ from those which are astronomically correct. 
These possibly ritualistic intervals are found in two of 
the four Mayan picture and number books that survived the 
Spanishconquest. In the Dresden Codex, the picture and 
number a gives dates of the various intervals of the 
Venus synodic cycle fora period of five Venus cycles or 
oo solar years. These dates are also tied into the 
calendar round and include divinatory information. The 
only interval which is accurately represented is the in- 
terval of inferior conjunction, which is eight days. 


A comparison of the ritualistic scheme with the true 
astronomical four-phase cycle is given at Table 1. 
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Table 1: 
Comparison of the ritualistic four-phase cycle of Venus ( 
with the astronomically correct cycle. 
TUT TTTATLTTTT A AAAA A A AL | 
/ / ri } 
/ / Period in days / f 
/ Venus phase / é 
/ / Ritual True / 
/ / / 
IVT TTA TATA AAA 
/ ds } 
/ Visibility / f 
/ as Morning Star / 236 263 / 
/ / / 
/ Invisiblity / J 
/ at superior conjuntion / 90 50 / 
/ / / 
/ Visiblity / / 
/ as Evening Star / 250 263 / 
/ / / 
/ Invisibility / / 
/ at inferior conjunction / 8 8 / 
/ / / 
LUI TTT TAA AAA AAA 
/ / / 
/ Total length of cycle / 584 584 / 
/ / / 
UIT AAA 


Apparently, Mayan astronomers were willing to alter 
the short-term Venus intervals in favor of linking them 
with other astronomical and ritualistic cycles, It is 
possible that linkage with the lunation cycle is an ex- 
planation, as 236 days equal eight lunations and 250 days 
equal8&1/2lunations. Their tables, suchas the Dres- 
den and Grolier Codices, predict the beginning dates for 
each of the ritualistic Venus intervals and also give an 
astrological interpretaion for each. The interpretations 
are based on the correlations with the 260-day calendar. 


A brief account of the contents of the Dresden Codex 
will illustrate the use of and the accuracy of these 
tables for Venus phenomena. The Codex is essentiallya 
table of Venus interval positions for a period of eight 
solaryears. The table seems designed foruse over a long 
period of time and may have built-in corrections for the 
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errors that creep in due to short-term astronomical fluc- 
tuations. For example, if one were to follow the tables 
as they are for two calendar rounds (104 years), a dis- 

lacement of five days would occur between the actual 
heliacal rising of Venus and that predicted in the tables. 
Besides this, the 584-day count is only anaverage, andin 
a given year the predicted phenomena could be several days 
off. 


Thompson suggests that a correction could be made in 
the following way. On the first cycle through the table, 
stop at revolution 57 andsubtract eight days, thenreturn 
to the beginning of the table. On the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 
5th cycles, stop at revolution 61 and subtract four days, 
returning each time to the top of the table. After 361 
Venus revolutions 24 da would have been subtracted (301 
x 584 less 24 days = 175,760 days, and 301 true Venus 
revolutions= 175,759.92 days: only two hours off in 481 
years). 


It is a strange coincidence that the 584-day cycle 
(or year) of Venus is linked with the solar year; five 
Venus years exactly equal eight solar years. Further, 
because of this relationship, the Venus year dovetails 
with the sacred year and the calendar round; 65 Venus 
years exactly equal 104 solar years or 146 sacred years. 
his figure is equal to two calendar rounds of 52 solar 
ears each. It is this kind of pattern perception that 
ed the Maya to their exact measurements of the various 
astronomical cycles. They did not rely on fractions to 
define periods. they merely linked one cycle with another, 
even ifhuge numbers were involved. This approach inno 
way hindered their accuracy; in fact, it gave them tremen- 
dous ability to state just when an astronomical event 
would occur and how it was related to other events. 


THE BALL GAME 


It seems that the Mayans, and others, made efforts to 
pattern their cultural life after the movements of the 
planet Venus. Dates of certain historical events were 
apparently changed to fit into the scheme, and observ- 
ances, such as coronations, were tailored to this visible 
cycle. Possibly the most dramatic evidence we have of 
this culturally recreated astronomical drama is the ball 
game. 
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The ball game was played throughout ancient 
Mesoamerica from very early times. It isnot clear today 
exactly how the game was played, but there were two teams 
who played against each other in a specially constructed 
court. They moved a hard rubber ball around soccer style, 
using their legs and buttocks but not their hands. In 
some courts, a large ring or hoop was suspended on each 
side of midcourt. A ball shot through one of these rings 
would win the game. 


At the archaeological site El Tajin, a classic center 
northeast of the valley of Mexico, a number of panels ona 
ball court have been interpreted as describing the cere- 
monial playing of the ball game coincident with several 
astronomical cycles, particularly the Venuscycle. Cook 
de Leonard has suggested that the movement of Venus 
created the basic agenda for the ceremonial events leading 
up to the game. Lunar phases appear crucial in determin- 
ing the exact date of each event. The panels at El Tajin 
begin with Venusas Evening Star. It is during this phase 
that Venus, according to Aztec mythology, takes the form 
of aman and walks the Earth. Here he meets the goddess 
Xochiquetzal, goddess of love, who abets him in breaking 
his vows of purity. In the next panel, which corresponds 
to Venus as Morning Star, Venus spends the night with 
music, drink and love--and he couples with the goddess. 
There appears to be a product of this coupling, the birth 
of a sky monster. In the third panel, disappearance 
behind the Sun, the ball game is played in the underworld. 
Venus loses and he must be sacrificed by the Sun. In the 
fourth panel, which covers the span from Evening Star, 
through inferior conjunction, and on to Morning Star, 
Venus issacrificed. The deathof Venus occurs while the 
planet is obscured by the Sun, but ultimately Venus is 
reborn as the Morning Star. Cook de Leonard suggests 
that, because the phase of the Moon is shown in the vari- 
ous panels depicting the cycle of Venus, it may be the 
Moon that is used as a day timer and hence is the source 
of the astronomically inaccurate tabulation of 236 and 250 
days for periods that are more like 263 days. 


In conclusion, it appears that the planet Venus 
played a majorpart in the astronomical divinatory system 
associated with the 260-day calendar. The motion of Venus 
was bent to match more exactly the short-term phenomena, 
notably the lunations, but there was confidence in the 
overall pattern because of the precise linkage of the much 
largercycles. Most striking is the emphasis of the power 
of Venus when it is heliacally rising. In another article 
(Astrological Society of Princeton Journal, 1985) Ihave 
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shown that there appears to be a discernible astrological 
effect at the time of the heliacal rising. Onthemundane 
level this often corresponds to a time of failure or 
resignation on the part of leaders and often coincides 
with a major accident orstorm. For individuals, the few 
days that Venus rises heliacally often correspond to peri- 
ods of uncertainty and instability in the areas of their 
lives ruled by Venus. Careful attention to the constantly 
moving 260-day calendar again was the means of describin , 
in an astrological sense, the various meanings that this 
phenomena could have in the world of the Mesoamericans. 


SUMVARY 


The astrology of ancient Mesoamerica had developed to 
a point comparable to that of the ancient Old World cul- 
tures, notably the Mesopotamian and Chinese. Of the vari- 
ous components of the astrological-divinatory system, the 
most striking original element is the 260-day calendar 
composed of 20 named days and 13 numbers which are repeat- 
ed endlessly. This calendar was used for analyzing 
births, electing times and also as a lot-casting system 
similar, in some respects, to the I Ching. 


The natural day was the primary unit of time. The 
cycle of the twenty days and other numerologically consis- 
tent groupings of days were assigned meaning through rela- 
tionship to particular deities. This Sun- and time-based 
astrology has its Western counterpart in the planetary 
week andhoursystem. An early form of planetary astro- 
logy existed in the observation and meanings given to the 
various phases of the planet Venus, particul arly the heli- 
acal rising of that body. 


The cosmological view of the ancient Mesoamericans 
was reflected in their architecture, ceremonial centers, 
social structure and religion. Mesoamerican civilization 
attempted to attune itself to the structure of the uni- 
verse as it was conceived in bothspace andtime. Astro- 
logy was then an expression of the belief in an order of 
the univeres and an attept to bring this order into sucha 
sharp focus that man could, in turn, affect the universe 
through ritual behavior. 


57 


58 


CONSIDERATIONS 


TITANIC 


DATA REPORT 


TITANIC 


Data Report willbean occasionalfeaturein 
this magazine, dealing with horoscopes at 
greaterlength than Data Etc., but with more 
emphasis on data gathering and questions of 
authenticity or precision than is usually 
found in astrological articles. Please let us 
know about your own data-tracking adventures, 


SO YOU WANT PRECISE DATA? Here it is, no doubt the most 
exact and verifiable event time made available to astrolo- 
gers in many years. The caption in National Geographic 
says: "The moment of triumph comes as one of the giant 
boilers materializes." [*1] The photo shows a video moni- 
tor image of one of Titanic's boiler doors, transmitted 
from two miles underneath by the deep-sea camera: it was 
the first part of the long-lost liner to be haga ey by 
the technicians aboard the search vessel Knorr. At the top 
edge of the video image stands a line displaying the 
current date and time. We therefore know that Titanic was 
recovered on lst September 1985 at 4:05:38 UT. 


Alas! Things are never as neat as data maniacs want 
them to be. The French-American team that found Titanic 
had promised not to divulge the exact position of the 
wreck, so we are left to speculate about place instead of 
time. Well, maybe the exercise is good for us. Too often, 
data collectors will strain at the gnat of five minutes! 
Gaserepaney in time while swallowing the elephant of an 
imprecise place. 


The story has become a modern Apocalyptic metaphor. 
Titanic, biggest and most advanced of ocean liners, hailed 
as unsinkable by the press, sank on its maiden voyage with 


[*1] Robert D. Ballard and Jean-Louis Michel,"How We Found 
Titanic", National Geographic clxviii 6, December 1985, 
696-718. The video image is reproduced on page 707. 


59 


CONSIDERATIONS 


the loss of 1522 lives. Recklessly driven through icy 
waters southeast of Newfoundland, she grazed an iceberg 
which ripped a 300-foot-long gash under her water line and 
patvlered, her watertight compartments useless. 


Impact occurred on 14th April 1912 at 23:40, ship's 
time--we shall deal withship's time presently—-in a posi- 
tion which the Titanic's navigation officer thought to be 
41N46 by 50W14. This was the position radioed in vain by 
the distressed liner. None of the ships who steamed to the 
rescue saw her, but the coordinates were long believed to 
mark the place where Titanic lay. 


In fact, the navigator had not taken into account a 
southeasterly current whichdelayed the liner and pushed 
her track somewhat to the south. The search vessels there- 
fore found her carcass southeast of the position he had 
given 73 yearsearlier. 


How far to the southeast? Officially this is a sec- 
ret, but it is possible to make a good guess. The National 
Geographic article, as well as accounts in other maga- 
zines, mentions that the search was carried out ina 150- 
square-mile area. By the Pi-R-squared rule, this implies 
either a region within a 7-mile radius from the old coor- 
dinates, or (more likely) a region tangent to the old 
coordinates on its northwest quadrant, also with a 7-mile 
radius. In either case, the best way to minimize the 
guessing error is simply to take a point 7 miles southeast 
of the starting point. 


Thus we shall assume: 41N40 50W09. This is about 7.1 
nautical miles from the old position. 


As for the accident (unlike the recent discovery of 
the wreck), time is more critical than place. Many ac- 
counts of the Titanic disaster talk about "twenty minutes 
before midnight", as though this detail posed no problem; 
authors translate the time into GMT, or New York time, as 
they please and the results are often confusing. 


We asked Edward S. Kamuda, secretary of the Titanic 
Historical Society, what he knew about ship's time on the 
night of the disaster. Here is his answer: 


"Titanic's clocks were automatically altered prior to 
and just after midnight each day of the voyage so many 
minutes....On April 14th, they were supposed to be altered 
47 minutes split between the 8-midnight watch and the 
midnight-4 watch. Whether or not this appened, no-one 
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knows." [*2] 


The exact-sounding figure of 47 minutes indicates one 
important thing: the ship's clocks were adjusted as close- 
ly as possible to the time of whatever meridian the ship 
was near. 


Now Titanic had travelled approximately 50 degrees 
west in four and a half days: let us say, roughly, 11 
degrees per day or 44 minutes of time per day. Thus the 
clocks would have been set back an average of 44 minutes 
around midnight at the end of the 10th, 1lth, 12th and 
13th April. By the afternoon of the 14th, therefore, the 
ship's clocks would be 2h. 56 min. slow on Greenwich. 


If we assume the 47 minutes mentioned by Mr. Kamuda 
were split as evenly as possible and that 24 minutes were 
to be added to the 8-midnight watch, we arrive at 3h. 20 
min. difference from Greenwich, which, in any case, corre- 
sponds exactly to 50W00 longitude. 


Thus 23:40 falls on 3:00 UT the following day. We are 


now ready to give times and coordinates for the five main 
events related to the Titanic andherdisaster: 


Launching: 31st May 1911, 12:13 Dunsink time or 12:38.4 
UT, Belfast, 54N36 5W56, 

Departure: 10th April 1912, 12:00 UT, Southampton, 50N54 
1we4. 


Accident: 15th April 1912, 3:00 UT, 41N40 50w09. 
Disappearance of the stern underthe waves: Saidtohave 
occurred 2h. 40min. after the iceberg was struck, hence 
15th April 1912, 5:40 UT, some distance southwest of 41N40 
50W09 (the disabled liner drifted in the current). 


Discovery: 1st September 1985, 4:05:38 UT, near 41N40 
50w09. 


* * * 


[*2] Edward S. Kamuda, private communication, February 1986. 
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The above data were arrived at by a combination of 
documentary research and rough guessing, none of it guided 
by astrological criteria. Do the results produce satisfac- 
tory maps? I think one can confidently answer "Yes", Maps 
for the launching, the departure on the maiden voyage, the 
striking of the iceberg, and the discovery appear as 
Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4. The horoscope of the sinking has 
planets almost in the same places as for the accident, of 
course: the Moon has advanced from 26°08! to 27°33! Pis- 
ces, squaring Pluto in the meantime. 


Consider the angles for the departure, accident, and 
sinking: 


Departure Accident Sinking 
MC 18AR22 19L114 0SG03 
AS 8LE22 258G32 8AQ28 
VX 268639 7LE21 6VI31 


The recurring points at 7°-8° Leo-Aquarius all seem re- 
lated to the Mean Node in the launching map, at 8°28! 
Taurus. As might be expected, since the liner sailed at 
noon and struck the iceberg around midnight, the launching 
and accident angles are reversed. What is not so trivial, 
however, is that the Descendant of the sinking should be 
the Ascendant of the departure. What could be more tragi- 
cally appropriate? In fact, the AS-DS of the sinking 
square the launching Mean Node exactly. 


(The figures used here were arrived at without ac- 
counting for the drift of the disabled ship, but in view 
of the uncertainties mentioned earlier it seemed difficult 
to justify introducing yet another set of speculative 
coordinates into the discussion. All figures should be 
good within a few arc minutes, however.) 


The Midheaven around 18°-19° of cardinal signs in the 
departure and accident maps are related to Neptune, at 
19° 45' Cancerin the launching map; while the two angles 
at 25°-26° Sagittarius are related to Pluto. Pluto is near 
the Antivertex at the departure, has just set at the 
accident (being 3°10' below the horizon in altitude) and 
is as we have mentioned squared by the Moon. 


One may see the two outer planets as "culprits" 
lurking in the launching horoscope. Venus and Neptune are 
conjunct there--a sad aspect at best--while the Moon has 
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recently ss gee ae from the same conjunction and makes a 
parallel of altitude with Neptune. Pluto is squared by 
Mars in the same map. 


The Moon here, incidentally, shows the importance of 
horary~electional factors in a launching chart. As the 
Moon travels through the end of Cancer it first makesa 
trine with Mars in Pisces (a perfect figuration of Mr. 
Ismay and Captain Smith pushing their boat too fast-- 
modern textbooks would say something nice about this as— 
pect, like "confident vigour") but finally hits the oppo- 
sition of Uranus in cold, crystalline Capricorn. It cer- 
tainly did not help matters that the Moon, when the liner 
left dcuthampton on its awful journey, was not only void 
of course but in the very degree Uranus had occupied at 
the launching. A moderately competent astrologer, had the 
White Star Line retained one, would have delayed the trip. 


Another culprit in the launching horoscope is Mars, 
which makes a semisquare with Saturn as well as a square 
with Pluto. 


Mars reverberates throughout all these horoscopes. 
Its importance is underlined by its closeness to the 
western horizon in the launching map: altitude +8° 4', 
Compare this with its own altitude at the time of the 
accident (+8"11', also in the west); with the altitude of 
Jupiter at the same moment (+8° 0' in the east); with the 
altitude of Neptune at the sinking (-9°13') and at the 
discovery (-8° 0!), 


What of the discovery map? One expects it to say 
something Uranian (unique discoveries aided by the latest 
technology) and also to declare its quality as good rather 
than bad news, 


Uranus is certainly highlighted in the 1985 map. The 
Moon is in Pisces, again void of course, but this time in 
sextile aspect with the launching Uranus (orb7'), Uranus 
makes a semisquare with the launching Uranus (4')--this is 
the last strong aspect Uranus can make with itself before 
returning to its launch position, 


As for the "good news" angle, Jupiter at 8°45! Aqua- 
rius now throws its benefic rays from the fateful Descend- 
ant of the Southampton sailing. 


_ Does the void-of-course Moon mean anything in the 
this map? I think so. I believe that, in accordance with 
the discoverers! wishes, nothing will come of theirex 
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ploit. Titanic will not be raised, nor will its victims be 
disturbed. This is guaranteed by the Vertex at 29°31! 
Scorpio, trine discovery Moon andsextile launching Ura- 
nus. For the Vertex tells us about intentions, and this 
particular intention is supported by a Moon which wants 
the matter to go no further, 


Additional reading: 


Johndro, Edward, The Stars: How and Where they Influence. New 
York: Samuel Weiser, 1970. [Reprint of the 1929 edition with 
detailed comments, still valid, on the role of fixed stars 
inthe Titanic disaster.] 


Spalding, Marti, and Ben Dawson, "Finding the Titanic: image 
processing helped locate the historic wreck", Byte xi 3, 
March 1986,97-110. 

Wade, Wyn Craig, The Titanic: End of a Dream. Harmondsworth: 
Penguin, 1980. 
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LET'S CONSIDER 


CAROLYN CAUFMAN writes: 


IAM HORRIFIED at your idea of using Mars as co-ruler of 
Pisces [*1]. A real stab to my heart. Mars, the planet of 
action, physicalactivityrule phlegmatic Pisces? Never! 


[*1] See Ken Gillman's “Stirrings Within the Cauldron." 
(Considerations II 4 3-26) and Axel Harvey's "Blood All 
Over the Place" (Considerations III 1 35-40). 
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A ruler is never foreign to that which he rules. Can 
you imagine Khomeni as ruler of the U.S? Ridiculous! 
Khomeni doesn't embrace any of our values: political, 
religious, social or cultural. Mars is just as foreign to 
Pisces. ‘ 


I'm reminded of my Aries mother's voice whenI wasa 
kid and was acting like a know-it-all. She used to scream 
"You know so much, you don't know anything". Ken, you have 
gone astray searching out advanced techniques and astron- 
omy, etc., and youhave lost sight of some very important 
basics. 


Pisces is a water sign. Water represents emotion. 
Pisces is the least stable, least predictable, of the 
three water signs because it is mutable, changeable. Can- 
cer is also a water sign and behaves like water, the 
liquid. Scorpio is water in its frozen form, ice. A block 
of ice can kill (dropped on the head, for example) or, ap- 
plied to a sprain, it can heal. Pisces is vapor; now you 
see it, now youdon't. Where does vapor go when it disap- 
pears? It may not look like water but it is just that. 


Pisces is emotional but there are more kinds of 
emotion than anger. Pisces loves and hates with passion, 
laughs when you laugh, weeps when you weep. 


And that brings me to the next point: no sign is more 
strongly affected by the personal environment than Pisces. 
Pisces does not act (Mars), it re acts. It responds to 
thepeople it is with and the atmosphere it is in. I get a 
bit testy when I read about Pisces being mysterious. Look 
at the surroundings Pisces is in and itts not difficult to 
poe the behavior. Look at the horoscope and see what 

inds of friends Pisces gravitates to, what kind of mates 
or lovers it has an affinity for, see if its parents 
arewarm and loving or cold, harsh authoritarians. 


Love Pisces and they react, hate them and they react. 
They are suckers for kindness. I suspect what you call 
amorality has much to do with giving in return; either 
love or money can buy them. 


Isuspect at least half of the mates of Pisceans wish 
Pisces did have a little more Mars in their make-up be- 
cause they are not self-starters. They are content to 
daydream and procrastinate. I also remember my impatient 
Aries mother screaming, "I don't care what youdo, just do 
something!" Mars cannot bear inactivity in themselves or 
in anyone around them. The contrast between Aries-Mars and 
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Pisces-Neptune is striking. 


Pisces! basic reactions are emotional, not thinking 
or rational. They are prone to commit crimes of passion, 
when the emotions go amuk. Not premeditated crimes, care- 
fully thought out. 


Now, in the birthchart, when you see stressful as- 
pects, they will be acted-out in the context of the Sun 
sign. A Pisces willnever act like a Taurus, for example. 


Please, please re-examine the nature of signs and 
planets. Pisces and Mars are strangers. I can cope with 
the old ruler, Jupiter, because Pisces is given to many 
kinds of excesses, they do have a distinct sense of humor, 
etc. 


I cannot honestly say I believe all the spirituality 
attributed to Pisces, I have not found them to be more 
spiritual than other signs. In fact, denied love they can 
be more materialistic than earth signs. 


I could write a book on this. I've hardly scratched 
the surface but if I take time to be explicit the postage 
would be burdonsome. 


Now, before I close, I must tell you that, even 
though I'm a Pisces, I've been married to one man for 39 
years. We've never been separated or carried on evena 
mild flirtation with someone else. Somuch for Pisces 
inconstancy! 


As you may have noticed, my reaction to the Mars 
rulership suggestion has been very emotional. 


ee * 


KEN GILLMAN's response: 


Before responding to the specific points raised in your 
letter, Carolyn, let me give an example of the effect of 
the altered sign rulerships. It is a frustration, astro- 
logers currently agree [*2] , that the accepted scheme of 
sign rulerships, the one taught in all text books, is 
ineffective. Can my proposed scheme improve matters? 
That's a true test. 


[*2] Recent Advances in Natal Astrology, page 203. 


67 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Ihave three sons and a daughter. My daughter herself 
has a daughter. Let's examine the respective rulers of the 
IC, the point I take as indicator of the father, in the 
charts of my four children, and the ruler of the ASC (the 
4th from the MC = father of the mother) in the chart of my 
grand-daughter. We'll compare these by the two methods: 
the traditional one, which you defend, and the one I am 
advocating. 


Traditional Proposed 
(Caufman) (Gillman) 
Daughter Mars 11TA39 Venus 22CN12 


Grand-daughter Jupiter 26GE33 Mars 22CN34 


Eldest son Mars 2AR42 Venus 23CN29 
Second son Saturn OLE44 Jupiter 15AR53 
Third son Sun 8L150 Mercury 15L156 


To read the above table: Aries is the sign on the IC 
in my daughter's nativity. By tradition Mars rules this 
sign and is located in the 12th degree of Taurus, I argue 
that the correct ruler of Aries should be Venus, located 
in the 23rd degree of Cancer. 


By my proposed method of sign rulerships the five 
charts indicate two distinct degree areas: 22-23 Cancer 
and 15 Aries/Libra. Do these describe me? 


The three Cancer points may be exactly hitting my 
ascending degree, which is somewhere between 20° and 25 
Cancer, its two extreme limits, or aspecting my tight 
natal opposition between the Moon (23°50! Taurus) and 
Mercury (22°20! Taurus) with Mars (22°12! Scorpio), an 
appropriate XIth to Vth opposition. 


The two other indicators, 15°53' Aries and 15°56! 
Libra, may relate to another key aspect in my chart, the 
T-square involving the Sun (16°05! Gemini), Node (15°13! 
Sagittarius) and Neptune (16°12! Virgo). 


Each of the five indicators generate tight (within 
one degree) aspects to major planetary placements in my 
chart. If we ignore the exciting correspondence with the 
ascending degree, we still have close aspects to my natal 
lights in all five of the charts. 


68 


LET'S CONSIDER 


By contrast, the traditional method that youdefend, 
Carolyn, gives five different degrees to identify the same 
father/grandfather of the five children. Only two of these 
five closely aspect (within one degree) planets in my own 
birth chart (my Uranus is 1 1°40' Taurus in XIth, Saturn is 
3°49! Aries in Xth). 


I suggest that in this single comparison my proposed 
sign rulerships do not fail the test. 


Now let me address the specifics of yourletter. 


In relating Mars to March and Venus, therefore, to 
April, I have taken into account the events that occur 
throughout the world, now and in the past, during these 
periods. 


Mars is a malefic, Venus is a benefic. All astro- 
logers have always agreed that these are the basic natures 
of the two bodies. This is not to say that Mars cannot be 
a constructive force in life, nor that Venus may not be 
self-indulgent and lazy. But basically Mars isa vital yet 
destructive force and Venus a physical, life-generating 
one. 


With the Vernal Equinox and its festivals, such as 
Passover and Easter, we celebrate Life, the rebirth of 
vegetation, without which there would be no life at allon 
our planet. During the weeks prior to this we have passed 
through "the valley in the shadow of death", a time of 
abstention and sacrifice, which culminates in the Chris- 
tian calender with the sacrifice of the Crucifixion. 


Ido not see Mars as Life and optimism. Neither doI 
view jolly Jupiter, the traditional ruler of Pisces, as 
the sacrificed martyr. Venus is verdant, fertile Life; 
Mars rusty nails hammered into dead wood. 


If Venus rules the period of renewed life that fol- 
lows directly after the Vernal Equinox, the time when, we 
now say, the Sun is passing through Aries, then, unless we 
alter the sequence of the planetary rulerships--and I see 
no reason to do this--Mars is the ruler of the period 
immediately prior to the Equinox, that time when we say 
the Sun is passing through the sign of Pisces. 


Those persons born just after the Equinox, those with 
their birth Sun in Aries, tend to be so much more alive, 
positive and purposeful than are Pisceans, those persons 
born during the month immediately before. As you say, 
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Arians act whereas Pisceans tend to react. Yet this does 
not prove that Mars is the positive body that rules the 
month after the Equinox nor that Jupiter is the negative 
one that rules the previous month. 


Your description of Pisces, is very much that of the 
sign ruled by Neptune. I do not challenge this rulership. 
Instead, Iamsaying that the period during which the Sun 
is passing through Pisces is ruled jointly by Mars and 
Neptune, not by Jupiter and Neptune. 


Mars and Aries have become tied together totally in 
our thinking. When we think of Mars we think of Aries: the 
positive leader. Yet if this is so, then Mars should be 
considered to be a benefic. Surely the ruler of the sign 
containing the Sun at the time when we celebrate the 
renewal of life has to be benefic. 


But examine the action of Mars inevent charts, note 
itsplacement at the times of hijackings, bombings, etc.-- 
these are times of destruction, when the innocent are 
killed and maimed, sacrificed forno rational purpose. 


Mars is destruction, violence, anger and blind pas- 
sion. He can only be controlled by discipline, by absten- 
tion. 


Where do we sacrifice our youth? In the jungles of 
Vietnam, on the battlefields of the Somme, on the beaches 
at Normandy--during events ruled by Mars. 


One is, after all, said to serve in the armed forces. 
Soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen are all servicemen 
(most of them are foot soldiers who receive their initial 
training at boot camp). They are the scapegoats, people 
who allow themselves to be fed as cannon fodder to fulfill 
the megalomaniac dreams of those to whom they have given 
away the rulership of their lives, their elected rulers. 


Let's take another look at Mars. When your letter 
arrived I was working on the chart of Eddie Slovik, the 
only American to be executed fordesertion between 1864 
and 1945. Although thousands were tried for desertion in 
the two World Wars, only Private Eddie Slovik was actually 
shot Es death. Why just Slovik? What made him the only 
victim? 


Slovik was born 18th February 1920 in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, time unknown. He was executed at 10:04 on 31st Jan- 
uary 1945 at Ste Marie aux Mines, France (48N14 7E08). 
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By day-for-a-year secondaries, Slovik's progressed 
Mars was stationary at the time of his execution. 


Slovik was the only authentic, adjudged, actually 
executed, American coward of the two World Wars. Eisen- 
hower ordered his execution "to serve as a warning to 
others". He became the national scapegoat at the time Mars 
predominated in his life. 


Ah, you'll say, a stationary Mars and death by shoot- 
ing: appropriate symbolism but not necessarily Piscean. 


Another example, then: when, in my own chart, pro- 
gressed Mars went stationary I had to, was forced to, go 
into the airforce as a conscript, for two years national 
service. During that period I rarely, if ever, acted in my 
own self interest--instead I only reacted to the demands 
of others. Ask any serviceman: the purpose of all military 
training is to create a body of men who will react in- 
stantaneously, without thought, to the commands of their 
superiors. Rather Piscean, don't you think? 


You and I view things differently, Carolyn. I obvi- 
ously see Mars, Jupiter and Venus one way, while you see 
them in another. You.say that I have lost sight of some 
very important basics. I consider that Imay have stumbled 
on a different definition of these basics, one that will 
allow us to improve our understanding of the meaning of 
each planet, signandotherelement within a birth chart. 


This past week a batchof newly-published astrology 
books arrived for review, and each of them repeats, almost 
word for word, the same interpretation of the signs, 
houses and planets that has been written in virtually 
every other astrological text thiscentury. Were the con— 
tinuous repetition of these "basics" sufficient, the study 
of astrology would be closed, complete, as inviolate as 
Ohm's Law, and not what it is in reality: little more than 
a belief system, certainly not a dynamic subject whose 
practitioners dare to consider what actually happens in 
the world, to note and attempt to explain those events 
that differ from what their teachers told them would 


happen. 


We should rethink the relationship of the planets to 
each of the signs, Carolyn, Mars in particular. Is this 
emotional, angry malefic truly of an Arian-nature? Icon- 
sider the ruler of the sign following after the Vernal 
Equinox, the sign we now call Aries, to be positive and 
optimistic, a benefic. This isnot Mars. # # # 
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ASTROLOGY VERSUS SCIENCE 


FRANK GILLESPIE 


MANY ASTROLOGERS TODAY nuke the mistake of trying to apply 
the scientific method to the study of astrology. In doing 
so, they have in fact retarded the advance of astrology 
and contributed to the discrediting of our art. e 
scientific method is used by those who study only the 
physical universe. The observation method is used by phil- 
osophers and some theological students. These two are 
diametrically opposed in their methods. 


The scientific method of study is to separate the 
subject into its elemental components and then experiment 
with the small divisions until they are understood. Then 
scientists attempt to understand the whole by reassembling 
the components. They function under the incorrect assump- 
tion that the whole is equal to the sum of its parts. 


Astrology recognizes that an assembled whole contains 
values that are not inherent in the individual parts. 
That is, the whole is something other than the sum of its 
parts. For example, if you look in a building you may see 
a large number of plastic and metal objects formed into 
strange shapes, and you may perceive them to bea pile of 
junk. There would be nothing in the individual pieces to 
indicate that, when correctly assembled, the pile of parts 
becomes a Mercedes automobile. Another pile of parts 
hardly distinguishable from the first may become a Toyota. 


A scientist studying an automobile would disassemble 
it. He would realise that the valves move in such a 
manner as to allow air and fuel to enter and leave the 
engine. He would discover the relationship bet ween the 
various gear alignments and the speed of the car. He 
would be able to understand the mechanical workings of the 
car. 


The philosopher, on the other hand might simply watch 
the car as it sits in a parking lot. As various people 
passed by the car, he would note how they react toit. If 
it isa Toyota, they may walk by without taking note. If 
it is a Mercedes, they might study it with interest, and 
their facial expressions may indicate desire orenvy. The 
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philosopher is thus able to discover the special essence 
of the car, whether it is a common variety or is of spe- 
cial value. He would observe the driver of the car and 
learn the manipulations necessary to operate it. He would 
thus learn its value and the relationship betwen man and 
car. 


This comparison can be drawn between astronomy and 
astrology. An astronomer collects light from stars with 
his telescope. He then separates the components of the 
light with a prism and determines the elements present in 
the various types of the stars. He uses particle accel- 
erators to smash subatomic particles together in order to 
learn the inner structure of matter, Soon he can under- 
stand the nature of the nuclear fires that light the 
heavens. 


Anastrologer observesall parts of the universe both 
inanimate and animate. He notes the movements of the 
stars and planets, and compares them with the constantly 
changing nature of human society. Gradually the pattern 
of relationships between all parts of the universe becomes 
familiar tohim, and he begins to understand the nature of 
both the physical and spiritual universe, andofman. He 
is able todetermine the relationship bet ween man and his 
society, and between man and the universe. 


The efforts to use statistical methods have had only 
modest success. In order for scientific investigation to 
reveal astrological information, it is necessary to iso- 
late the planetary position or aspect from the horoscope 
and subject it to experiment and analysis. The pattern of 
relationships in a horoscope are so heavily intertwined 
that to isolate a single factor is oietuailiy impossible. 
Mars in Capricorn in the horoscopes of football players 
might determine who is subject to knee injury. However, a 
trine from Jupiter might change this to a strong flexible 
knee; asextile from Mercury would give one exceptional 
speed; a square from Neptune might lead to nerve damage; 
Aries in the sixth house would worsen the effect, and so 
forth. 


It is due to generations of observers who pass their 
discoveries on to succeeding generations that these rela- 
tionships are gradually brought to light. It is by astro- 
logers closely observing actual effects and comparing them 
to predicted effects that astrological knowledge is im- 
proved and kept up to date. It is through journals like 
Considerations that astrologers are made aware of the 
studies of their contemporaries. 
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"Scientific astrology" is of only limited value to 
mankind, Only when it isa minor part of an overall study 
that includes the physiological, spiritual, and philosoph- 
ical areas of astrology does it have validity. The fol- 
lowing poem by Walt Whitman reflects my approach well. 
When I heard the lern'd astronomer, 


When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in columns 
before me, 


When I sitting heard the astronomer where he 

Lectured with much applause in the lecture room, 

How soon unaccountable I became tired and sick, 

Till rising and gliding out I wander'd off by myself, 
In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to time, 


Look'd up in perfect silence at the stars. 
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*10th May 1815: 09:50 UT; New York harbor: 40N41 74W03. 


The ten-ship fleet commanded by Captain Stephen Decatur set sail 
for North Africa. Decatur's mission was to end the raids of the 
Barbary pirates on American commercial shipping in the Mediter- 
ranean. On 5th August 1815 Decatur exacted a treaty from Tripoli. 
Previously, on 30th June and 26th July, He had obtained treaties 
from Algiers and Tunis, At the estimated time of sailing, sun- 
rise, Saturn and Mars in Aquarius in Xth are the highest bodies; 
the new Moon in Gemini opposes Uranus; Venus, also in Gemini, 
opposes Neptune, squares Pluto in Pisces, and is trine the Vertex 
in Libra. 29° Capricorn is on the Midheaven, trined by Jupiter 
in the Vth, and 19° Taurus rises. 


kkk 


*15th March 1917 (N.S.): around 13:06.3 UT; Pskov, Russia: 57N48 
28E26. 


Abdication of Nicholas Ik, See "Data, etcetera" in Considerations 
III 1, 69-70, for notes on the birth, coronation, and violent 
death of this last Russian Czar. Sun-Mars conjunction trines 
Saturn in Cancer; Mars semisquare Jupiter (orb 33'); Mercury- 
Venus conjunction in Pisces squares Moon in Sagittarius; if the 
time is correct, there is a chain of semisextiles--Vertex in 
Capricorn, Uranus in Aquarius, Mars in Pisces, all in the 22nd 
degree. 


*27th January 1967: 23:31 UT; 28N28 80W33. 

Flash fire in Gemini capsule, killing the three astronauts on 
board. Mercury, opposing the Leo Ascendant (11') and square 
Node, is biquintile the Uranus-Pluto conjunction in Virgo. 

Data of the three astronauts: 

Roger Chaffee: 08:00 UT, 15th February 1935, 42N50 85W40. 


Gus Grissom: 23:00 UT, 3rd April 1926; 38N22 86W28. 
Edward H, White Jr.: 12:20 UT, 14th November 1930, 29N27 98W27. 


kk 
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*14th April 1981: 12:00 UT; 28N28 80W33. 


Liftoff of the first space shuttle, Columbia. The Sun-Mars con- 
junction opposes Pluto; Jupiter-Saturn conjunction in Libra; Moon 
in 0° Virgo square Uranus. 


wee 


*4th April 1983: 18:30 UT; 28N28 80W33. 


First flight of the Challenger space shuttle. 


kk 


*23rd June 1985: 7:14:01 UT; approx. 52N00 12W20. 


Updated time of the Air India crash 120 miles off the west coast 
of Ireland (see Considerations II 4). Source: report by the 
Director of Air Safety, India, summarized at a hearing in New 
Delhi. 


kk 


* 7th December 1985: Deya, Majorca. 


Death of poet, novelist and classical scholar, Robert Graves. He 
was born 04:26 UT on 24th July 1895, Wimbledon, London: 51N25 
00W13. Source: Martin Seymour-Smith, "Robert Graves, His Life and 
Work", 


ee 


* 4th January 1986: Santa Monica, California. 


Death of novelist and playwright, Christopher Isherwood. He was 
born 23:45 UT on 26th August 1904 at High Lane, Cheshire: 53N22 
02W02. Source: The Astrological Journal XXVIII 2. 


kk 


*28th January 1986: 16:39:13 UT; 28N33 80W25. 


Time and estimated coordinates of the explosion of space shuttle 
Challenger. Takeoff had been at 16:38 UT, from 28N28 80W33. Pluto 
opposes the Ascendant (13' at the time of the explosion) and 
squares (10') the midpoint of the Sun-Mercury conjunction 
(2°19'); Moon is sesquiquadrate Midheaven (58'); the Node had 
just risen. See above for relevant prior shuttle, etc. data. 
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Data of the seven astronauts: 


Gregory Jarvis: 24th August 1944; 42N20 83W03. 

Christa McAuliffe: 3rd September 1948, 00:13 UT; 42N17 71W25, 
Ronald McNair: 21st October 1950; 33N52 79W45. 

Ellison Onizuka: 24th June 1946; 19N38 155W59. 

Judith Resnick: 5th April 1949: 41NO5 81W31. 

Francis Scobee: 19th May 1939; 47N36 122W20. 

Mike Smith: 30th April 1945; 34N42 76W39. 


(Source of astronaut data: Marguerite dar Boggia, Kosmos XV 2) 


KKK 


*31th January 1986: 16:47 UT; Mentor, Ohio: 41N40 81W21. 


Earthquake (5 on Richter scale) causing no injuries but sounded 
an alarm in a nuclear plant in Ohio and cracked a building in 
neighbouring Pennsylvania. All bodies within the 123°05' Moon- 
Jupiter arc; Moon on Vertex (orb 31'), semisquare Saturn (orb 
47"); the close Sun-Mercury-Venus triple conjunction in Xth 
squares the rising degree. 


kK 


* 8th February 1986: 15:40 UT; Hinton, Alberta: 53N25 117W34. 


Passenger train collided with freight train. 26 persons killed, 
most burned alive as the trains were sprayed with blazing diesel 
fuel. The group of five bodies in Aquarius, the Sun, Moon, Mer- 
cury, Venus and Jupiter, are very close, within 2° of altitude, 
to the eastern horizon; Mars conjunct Saturn; Node sesquiquadrate 
Vertex, parallel Uranus. 


*9th February 1986: 11:06 UT. 


Comet Halley at its perihelion, at 15°22! Aquarius. Five other 
bodies are also in Aquarius: Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus and Jupi- 
ter, all in the last decanate of the sign. At Washington D.C. 
Halley and the other Aquarius bodies are still below the horizon; 
the comet is close to the Midheaven (orb 1°54') at Tripoli; at 
Moscow the Mars-Saturn conjunction is close to the Vertex; Pluto 
is conjunct the Vertex (orb 34') at Mecca. 


ke * 
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* 16th February 1986: 06:00 UT; Cook Strait, New Zealand: 41510 
174635. 


Soviet luxury liner, the 20,000-ton Mikhail Lermontov, with more 
than 700 persons aboard struck rocks and, several hours later, 
sank off New Zealand's South Island, 25 miles northwest of Wel- 
lington, in Cook Strait. 20 persons drowned, 70 missing. All 
except Moon are within the Pluto Mercury 121°48! arc; Sun con- 
junct Jupiter; Moon at Midheaven; Mars-Saturn conjunction (orb 
43') squares Mercury (orb 25', from Saturn). Compare to the 
Titanic, details in this issue. 


xe * 


* 17th February 1986; Ojai, California. 


Death of religious philosopher and teacher, Jiddu Krishnamurti, 
who was born 18:55 UT on 11th May 1895 at Madanapalle, India: 
13N34 78E28 (source: Dane Rudhyar in American Astrology, October 
1937). 


kk * 


* 28th February 1986: 22:30 UT; Stockholm, Sweden: 59N20 18E05. 


Olof Palme, Prime Minister of Sweden, shot dead in street. Moon 
conjunct Pluto (orb 1°04) is at the rising degree; Uranus close- 
ly semisquares the two rising bodies; Jupiter opposes Midheaven 
(2' orb); four bodies in Pisces square three in Sagittarius. 


xe * 


* 15th March 1986: 04:20 UT; Singapore: 1N18 103E52. 


Six-storey Hotel New World suddenly shuddered and collapsed. 60 
persons killed. Mars-Uranus conjunction in VIIth; Saturn, just 
set, squares the Midheaven (orb 7'), 


kk eK 


*24th March 1986: 14:52 UT; Surt, Libya: 31N10 16E39. 


First shots in the US-Libya conflict: two SA-5 missiles launched 
by Libya at US planes after US ships crossed into Libya's terri- 
torial waters in the Gulf of Sidra. Mars-Saturn midpoint = Uranus 
/Vertex conjunction; Moon opposes Mercury and Jupiter; Sun square 
Neptune; Pluto opposing Midheaven, trine Jupiter, and semisquare 
Uranus. (At 19:45 UT another SA-5 was launched; at 19:55 SA-2 
surface-to-air missiles were launched; at 20:14 two more SA-5s 
were launched; at 21:26 two US aircraft retaliated and destroyed 
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a Libyan attack boat; at 22:06 US aircraft launched missiles at 
the missile site in Surt; at 23:15 US aircraft attacked a second 
Libyan patrol boat; at 01:15 on 25th March US cruiser fired mis- 
siles at a third Libyan patrol boat; at 01:54 two more US mis- 
siles were fired at the Surt missile site.) 


kk * 


* 27th March 1986: 03:00 UT; Melbourne, Australia: 37545 144658, 


Car bomb exploded in front of police headquarters. Uranus, con- 
junct Mars, opposes Ascendant; Jupiter squares Saturn; all bodies 
are in the western half of the chart, contained by the Moon-Venus 
opposition. 


*31st March 1986: 11:56 UT; 15 miles southeast of Fremont, Cali- 
fornia: 37N32 121W57. 


Earthquake (5.6 on the Richter scale) that made skyscrapers sway, 
bottles crash from shelves and shook sleeping people awake. This 
was the third earthquake in northern California in three days. No 
injuries. Saturn conjunct Midheaven squares the rising Jupiter 
(orb 28'); Uranus conjunct Moon (orb 51') is sextile Ascendant 
(Uranus! orb 17"); Sun in IInd trine Saturn. Ascendant (22°05! 
Aquarius) square the Saturn-Pluto midpoint (orb 2'). 


kK 


*3lst March 1986: 15:06 UT; near San Miguel el Alto in San An- 
dreas mountains: 19N53 100W30. 


Crash of Mexicana Airlines Boeing 727 airliner with 166 people 
aboard. Take off had been 16 minutes earlier, from Mexico City. 
No survivors. The ascending degree has advanced 92°04' from where 
it was at time of the Fremont earthquake, again squaring the 
Saturn-Pluto midpoint; the Jupiter-Saturn square is tighter 
(26'); the midpoint of the Moon-Uranus conjunction is now quin- 
cunx the rising degree (orb 25'). 


kk 


* 2nd April 1986: 11:20 UT; over Argos, Greece: 37N38 22E43. 


Bomb exploded on in-flight TWA plane. Four persons killed, one by 
the bomb, the other three when they hit the ground after having 
been sucked out through a hole in the side of the plane. The 
Jupiter-Saturn square is exact (0'); Jupiter semisquares and 
Saturn sesquiquadrates the~ Midheaven (32'); Uranus at Vertex; 
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Mars closing in on Neptune (orb 3°09'); Venus conjunct Node 
(48'). 


kK * 


* 5th April 1986: 00:50 UT; Berlin, Germany: 52N32 13E25. 


Bomb explosion in discotheque, crowded with off-duty american 
servicmen. 2 killed , 155 injured. US accused Libya of being 
responsible for this terrorist attack; the bombing of Libyan 
targets on the 15th April (see below) was a direct response to 
this incident. Mars is 21' above the ascending degree, Neptune is 
1°34! below; Jupiter separating from its square to Saturn (38'); 
all bodies in the eastern half of the chart within the Venus- 
Pluto opposition; Pluto close to Midheaven. 


kee 


*13th April 1986: 20:36 UT; Hardwar, India: 29N58 78E09. 


Beginning of the holiest time to bathe in the Ganges during the 
current Kumbh Mela, the three-month long Hindu festival held 
every twelve years. New York Times correspondent Steven Weisman 
wrote: "The festival began in February and will continue until 
the first week of May, but it was as 2:06 AM today [20:36 UT on 
13th April] that the Sun, Moon, Saturn and Jupiter entered the 
configuration marking the holiest time to bathe." 
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DATA ETCETERA 


One wonders what the Hindu astrologers expected from this 
precise moment--assuming that it has been correctly reported. The 
Ayanamsha observed by most Indians, which is not the same as the 
Fagan-Bradley, is probably around 24°24" for April 1986. This 
gives us a Sun in the last degree of Pisces, a diurnal Part of 
Fortune in the first degree of Pisces and a nocturnal Part of 
Fortune exactly opposed to the Moon (but we do not know, at first 
hand, of Indian astrologers using parts). Perhaps more to the 
point is that the Sun exactly opposes Spica (0') and Arcturus 
(25') in longitude, and that the Moon had passed Alpha Centauri, 
the Bull's Eye, on the previous evening. 


As the festival is held every twelve years, we have to 
relate it to the movement of Jupiter, which crossed the longitude 
of Fomalhout, alpha-Piscis Australis, at 3°40' Pisces on 8th 
March. This may have been the initial requirement for the start 
of the Jupiter 12-year cycle, the Sun's opposition to Spica being 
also necessary. The reference to the Moon and Saturn is not 
clear, but we do note that these two are separating (4° 58') from 
an opposition . 


Perhaps it is the Hindu lunar mansions that are indicated. 
The Sun was in the mansion Revati, the Moon in Rohini (which it 
rules), Jupiter in Satabhisha, and Saturn inside and very near 
the beginning of Anuradha (which it rules), Moon in Rohini is 
favorable for expiatory ceremonies and matters of permanent val- 
ue, according to Vivian Robson. 


Saturn was in ecliptic conjunction with Antares, the rival 
of Mars (orb 24'). 


kek 


*14th April 1986: 00:56 UT; Hardwar, India: 29N58 78E09. 


Stampede of worshippers as thousands swarmed across a narrow 
bridge leading to the banks of the Ganges. They were attempting 
to reach the holy bathing spots on the holiest day of the current 
Kumbh Mela. (see above). The crowd panicked around sunrise; at 
least 48 died in the crush. Saturn sesquiquadrate Sun and Ascend- 
ant; Moon opposes Saturn-Uranus midpoint. 
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* 15th April 1986: 00:00 UT; Tripoli, Libya: 32N58 13E12, 


US aircraft bombed several targets in Libya. Pluto at Midheaven; 
Mars has just risen; Moon in Gemini opposes Uranus (as it did on 
10th May 1815 when Decatur set sail to chastise the Barbary 
Pirates, see above); Moon square Mercury (orb 26'). 

### 
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